
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Harding University 
GRK 271.2A1 (3 hrs)  

Intermediate Greek Readings 
M-F 1:00-5:15 p.m., May 13-24, 2019 

 
 

 
Instructor Information 
Name: Jesse Robertson, Ph.D. 
Department: College of Bible and Ministry 
E-mail: jesserobertson@harding.edu   
Phone: 501-279-4554 (office) 
Office location: Mc 242 
Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Preferred method of contact: Email is the best first point of contact, and I normally 
respond within one business day, if not sooner. Of course, you are welcome to call or 
drop by the office during office hours, but making an appointment will assure that I am 
not meeting with someone else.  
 
Harding University's Mission: 
Harding’s mission is to provide a quality education that will lead to an understanding and 
philosophy of life consistent with Christian ideals. 
 
University Level Student Learning Outcomes (ULOs) 
Harding University has student learning outcomes that are expectations of learning across 
the liberal arts curriculum. Click here to see the ULOs on Harding’s Assessment 
webpage. This class focuses on ULO1 Biblical Knowledge and Application as its primary 
university level learning outcome: 
  

ULO 1: Students will demonstrate understanding of biblical content and 
interpretation and their applications in ethical decision-making. 
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College of Bible and Ministry Mission Statement 
The College of Bible and Ministry of Harding University seeks to lead all students to 
know, live, and share God’s Word and to understand, love and serve God’s world 
through and beyond their chosen vocation. 
 
Catalog Course Description and Rationale 
This course teaches reading knowledge of Greek, development and practice of exegetical 
method, proficiency in computer software, proficiency in research tools and technical 
resources, linguistic commentaries, review and reinforcement of grammar and vocals, 
oral communication (present exegetical results, preach a sermon, etc.), critical issues in 
context of language study, disposition of confidence and high view of the Bible as a 
reliable, trustworthy source of revelation, and text criticism. 
 
This course is the third in a series of three semesters of Greek that satisfy the biblical 
language requirement for majors in the College of Bible and Ministry. 
 
College of Bible and Ministry Level Student Learning Outcomes (COBAM/SLOs) 
The student learning outcomes for the College of Bible and Ministry are as follows: 
 

1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the content and contexts of Scripture. 
2. Students will express appreciation for the values of Jesus as reflected in Christian 

Scripture. 
3. Students will demonstrate skills in sharing God's Word. 
4. Students will analyze major challenges facing a diverse world from a Christian 

perspective. 
5. Students will exhibit skills for holistic ministry which contribute to the mission of 

God’s Spirit in the world. 
6. Students will serve in ways that reflect Christian values and demonstrate skills for 

competent church ministry and/or for graduate study in related fields. 
 
Course Level Student Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
The learning outcomes for this class all relate to departmental SLOs 1 and 6: 
1. Translate typical passages from the Greek NT; 
2. Recall the meaning of over approximately 650 Greek words;  
3. Identify nominal and verbal forms commonly occurring in the Greek NT; 
4. Explain grammatical functions and constructions commonly occurring in the Greek 
NT; 
5. Demonstrate the value of a working knowledge of Greek for NT interpretation. 
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Course Materials 

Required: 

Novum Testamentum Graece, Nestle-Aland, 28th ed. (9783438051608) 

Trenchard, Warren C. Complete Vocabulary Guide to the Greek New Testament. Revised 
edition. Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan. (9780310226956) 

Wallace, Daniel B. The Basics of New Testament Syntax. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
2000. (9780310232292) 

 
Recommended for homework but not allowed for use in class:  
 
Greek New Testament: The Text of UBS 5, Reader’s Edition (9781619706187) 
 
Students may purchase textbooks at the HU bookstore at the following link: 
http://hubookstore.harding.edu/SelectTermDept.aspx. Students should have access to 
online purchasing of course resources through Pipeline. The textbooks may be purchased 
through the Harding Bookstore or other vendors as long as they are the same as the books 
listed in this syllabus. 
 
Don't forget: It is the student’s responsibility to know, study, and be prepared to quiz and 
test over all books and course material. 
 
Assessment 
This class will consist of the following assignments and assessments: 
Homework and Class Participation = 20% 
Daily Vocabulary Quizzes = 20% 
Three Major Exams = 60% 

 
The grade book will be kept online so that students may view their scores at any time on 
Canvas under the “Grades” tab on the left side.  Final grades will be posted on Pipeline.  
 
 
Assignments 
 
Homework and Class Participation (20%) 
Students are expected to arrive each day ready to translate the assignment from the Greek 
text without aid. Bring your own, handwritten translation assignment each day to be 
checked for a homework grade. Along with your translation, parse all the verbs and write 
down any vocabulary words that you do not recognize. Study these notes so that you are 
prepared to translate straight from the text each day. This procedure will make class more 
engaging each day, as well as preparing you for the major tests which come very quickly 
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in this class. Completed homework and ability to translate in class will be the basis for 
20% of your grade. 
 
Daily Vocabulary Quizzes (20%) 
There will be comprehensive vocabulary quizzes almost every day. The schedule for 
introducing new words is indicated below. We will uses Trenchard’s Complete 
Vocabulary Guide to the Greek New Testament and begin with the words that occur most 
often (50 times or more). Then we will work our way through the list each day until we 
have memorized all the words that occur 20 times or more. 
 
Three Major Exams (60%) 
There will be 3 major exams during the course. These exams will focus on the translation 
portions for each unit, as indicated in the schedule below. 
 
Class Participation 
Due to the intensive schedule of Intersession courses, every student is expected to attend 
every class. Absences will be excused generally only in cases of serious illness or 
emergency. There will be NO unexcused absences without penalty (3 points off the final 
grade for each hour of class missed). Any student who misses more than ten hours of 
class time—for any reason—will be dropped from the class.  

 

If you miss a class for any reason, it is your responsibility to find out what material was 
covered/assigned. It is up to you to find out about any assignments made during your 
absence or due upon your return. If you are late for class, it is up to you to inform me 
immediately after class or else you may be recorded as absent. Three late arrivals count 
as one unexcused absence. Leaving the room during class, except in an emergency, is 
equivalent to arriving late.  

 

If you must miss a quiz or exam for any reason, you should contact me (in person, by 
phone, or email) before class. Permission to make up a quiz or exam, and any penalty 
will vary according to the circumstances of the absence. Quizzes or exams missed due to 
unexcused absences cannot be made up.  
 
Grading 
A = 90-100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-69 
D = 60-69 
F = 0-59 
 
Late exams will be penalized up to 10% for every work day late. 
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Time Management Expectations 
In on-ground classes, for every hour spent in the classroom, the typical student should 
expect to spend at least two clock hours of problem solving, reading, reviewing, 
organizing notes, preparing for coming exams/quizzes and other activities that enhance 
learning.  Language courses, however, often require more time. You should not undertake 
any other work or school obligations during the period of the Intersession course. 
 
Grievance Procedures  
If a student has a grievance, discuss this with the instructor. If that discussion does not 
suffice, contact Tim Westbrook at the Center for Distance Education in Bible and 
Ministry (501) 279-5290.  
 
Required Technology 
 
Minimum Technical Skills 
Enrolled students should be able to use the Canvas learning management system; electronic email 
with file attachments; Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint or similar software; be skilled at 
downloading and installing software; and be familiar with Internet search engines such as Google.  
 
Canvas privacy link: https://www.canvaslms.com/policies/privacy 
 
Student: Students may contact the Canvas Help Desk M - F,  8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 501.279.4938 or 
via email at elearning@harding.edu. 
 
Drop/Add Dates 
Please see Pipeline or contact the Registrar's office (registrar@harding.edu) for the 
drop/add refund schedule. 
 
Student Support 
The academic support team is available to help students with a variety of services such as 
advising, study help, multi-cultural services, and career services. Click here for more 
information. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
It is the policy for Harding University to accommodate students with disabilities, 
pursuant to federal and state law.  Therefore, any student with a documented disability 
condition (e.g. physical, learning, psychological, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to 
arrange reasonable accommodations, must contact the instructor and the Disabilities 
Office at the beginning of each semester.  (If the diagnosis of the disability occurs during 
the academic year, the student must self-identify with the Disabilities Director as soon as 
possible in order to get academic accommodations in place for the remainder of the 
semester.)  The Disabilities Office is located in Room 219 of the Student Center, 
telephone, (501) 279-4019.  
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Accessibility 
This course will be facilitated using Canvas, the Learning Management System used by 
Harding University.  Canvas ADA Compliance Information.  
 
Academic Integrity 
A key component to online education is the integrity of the students. Harding University 
and the instructor assume the students will not engage in dishonest activity while taking 
this course. Copying another person's work and claiming it as your own is cheating and 
unethical, this includes recycling old papers or rewording online articles. The student 
must answer all written responses with his or her own words. Quotations from other 
sources must be documented appropriately and kept at a minimum. Below is the official 
academic integrity statement from the university: 
 

Honesty and integrity are characteristics that should describe each one of us as 
servants of Jesus Christ. As your instructor, I pledge that I will strive for honesty 
and integrity in how I handle the content of this course and in how I interact with 
each of you. I ask that you join me in pledging to do the same. Academic 
dishonesty will result in penalties up to and including dismissal from the class 
with a failing grade and will be reported to the Assistant Vice President for 
Academic Affairs. All instances of dishonesty will be handled according to the 
procedures delineated in the Harding University catalog. 

 
In the event that cheating or plagiarism occurs, I will be forced to initiate a misconduct 
report and implement one of the following sanctions (as per the university catalog): 
 
Class A Sanctions (Course Level) 

1. Repeating of the assignment or completion of an additional assignment, with 
possibly less credit awarded in either case. 

2. Lowering of the grade on the test or assignment, possibly to “F” or zero. 
3. Lowering of the grade for the course, possibly to “F.” 
4. Immediate removal from the course with either a “W” or an “F” placed on the 

transcript. 
 
If I discover plagiarism or cheating, the guilty or suspected student will not need to 
provide me with a defense. I will submit a misconduct report to Academic Affairs and 
notify the student. Each student has the right to appeal the report with Academic Affairs, 
but I will not tolerate cheating or plagiarism at all at the course level. Although I will file 
a report, I will decide which sanction to use based on the severity of the offense. 
 
A good rule of thumb: do not cheat or plagiarize! If you have any questions about what 
that means, consult the catalog under "Ethical Standards" and "Academic Integrity 
Policy." 
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University Assessment Statement  
Harding University, since its charter in 1924, has been strongly committed to providing 
the best resources and environment for the teaching-learning process. The board, 
administration, faculty, and staff are wholeheartedly committed to full compliance with 
all criteria of the Higher Learning Commission. The university values continuous, 
rigorous assessment at every level for its potential to improve student learning and 
achievement and for its centrality in fulfilling the stated mission of Harding. Thus, a 
comprehensive assessment program has been developed that includes both the Academic 
units and the Administrative and Educational Support (AES) units. Specifically, all 
academic units will be assessed in reference to the following Expanded Statement of 
Institutional Purpose: The University provides programs that enable students to acquire 
essential knowledge, skills, and dispositions in their academic disciplines for successful 
careers, advanced studies, and servant leadership.  

 
Course Outline  
 
Unit 1: Readings in John 
Monday, May 13 Trenchard, 50x or more; John 1 (51 verses) 
Tuesday May 14 Trenchard, 42-49x; John 2:1–4:42 (103 verses) 
Wednesday, May 15 Trenchard, 36-42x; John 7:1–8:59 (112 verses) 
Thursday, May 16 John 9:1–10:21 (62 verses); Exam One  
 
Unit 2: More Readings in John 
Friday, May 17 Trenchard, 30-35x; John 10:22–12:19 (97 verses) 
Monday, May 20 Trenchard, 26-29x; John 14–15, 18 (98 verses) 
Tuesday, May 21 John 19–20 (73 verses); Exam Two  
 
Unit 3: Readings in Matthew and Paul 
Wednesday, May 22 Trenchard, 23-25x; Matt 5–7 (111 verses) 
Thursday, May 23 Trenchard, 20-22x; Col 1:1–3:17 (69 verses) 
Friday, May 24 Col 3:18–4:18 (26 verses); Exam Three 

We are packing a full semester of Greek readings course into two weeks. This is a very 
busy schedule with about 800 verses to translate and master. You should plan to work 
on Greek at least 8 hours per day outside of class time. Do not plan any other 
courses or work obligations during these two weeks.  

Others before you have managed this very same schedule, and you can too. You have the 
advantage of just completing two semesters of Greek, without having had a summer 
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break in which to forget your Greek. This will be reward time in many ways, because we 
are reading long stretches of biblical text in the original language. It is in some ways like 
reading it for the first time. Take each day’s work as it comes, and we will learn a lot 
together! 
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