
      High school juniors and seniors from 

nine different states joined HUCOP facul-

ty and students for the college’s eighth 

annual Pharmacy Camp.  From June 19-

24, participants explored the field of phar-

macy through classes and hands-on activi-

ties. Faculty and student counselors led 

the campers as they performed pharma-

ceutical research experiments and shad-

owed local health care professionals. 

   “The goal of Pharmacy Camp is to pro-

vide an opportunity for high school stu-

dents to explore the profession of pharma-

cy so they can learn more about pharmacy 

as a career option,” Carol Jones, director 

of admissions for the College of Pharma-

cy, said.  The program is funded in part by 

Walgreens Diversity Foundation. 

   Connor Edwards, a senior from Frisco, 

Texas, said he was interested in Pharmacy 

Camp because his father conducts clinical 

trials, and he thought it would be interest-

ing to see what 

his father does 

on a day-to-day 

basis.  “We got 

to do IVs and 

hospital runs, 

which was cool 

because we got 

to see how phar-

macists are 

working in action,” Edwards said. “I got to 

go to a long-term facility and learn about 

the role of pharmacists and treatment 

options in an environment like that, so 

that was a really cool experience.” 

   Among other activities, students high-

lighted the hands-on lab experiments as 

another standout opportunity at camp. 

Katie Lejeune, a senior from Gonzales, 

Louisiana, added that she enjoyed learn-

ing from professors and shadowing health 

care professionals.  “Talking to different 

professors and the shadowing has been a 

highlight for me because we really got to 

see their roles and their favorite parts of 

pharmacy,” Lejeune said. 

   According to Jones, students not only 

learned about the world of pharmacy and 

medicine, but they also came away from 

the week with improved communication 

skills, which she coined as one of the most 

important skills for a successful career in 

pharmacy.  “In teams of five, students 

research a current medication-related 

topic and present their findings to faculty 

judges on the last day of camp,” Jones 

said. “During this process, campers devel-

op interpersonal communication skills as 

well as presentation skills.” 

    The big takeaway at the end of the week 

for Lejeune was an increased passion for 

pharmacy and the appreciation for the 

diversity of career opportunities in the 

field.  “I definitely think this has made me 

want to go into the pharmacy field and 

also realize that pharmacy is such a big 

field — it’s not just limited to one thing,” 

Lejeune said. 

   From a faculty perspective, Jones said 

she sees a big perspective shift among the 

students and their passion for pharmacy.  

“As their perspective on the profession of 

pharmacy grows, they move from think-

ing, ‘This could be a good job where I can 

earn a good salary,’ to ‘This looks like a 

career where I could really make a differ-

ence in someone’s life.’” 

   Pharmacy Camp 2017 is tentatively set 

for June 18-23.  Applications will be avail-

able on the College of Pharmacy website 

after January 23, 2017, and the enroll-

ment will be limited to 25 campers.  
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1) Where were you born?  Mobile,

Alabama

2) When you were a child, what

did you want to be when you

grew up?  Astronaut to Mars

3) Siblings:  Two younger broth-

ers

4) Where did you attend college?

University of Montevallo

(Montevallo, AL) [B.S.]; Uni-

versity of Mississippi (Oxford,

MS) [M.S.]; University of Mis-

sissippi Medical Center

(Jackson, MS) [Ph.D.]

5) Spouse:  Mary Jo for 38 years

6) Children:  (1) A daughter, Au-

dra, who is elementary school

teacher; (2) a son, Carlton, who

is in graduate school studying

TV script writing at Loyola

Marymount University and his

wife, Sarah Jane, who graduat-

ed May’16 from Regent Law

School; (3) and a second son,

Devon, who is in graduate

school studying creative writing

at University of Central Arkan-

sas and his wife, Amber, in her

4th year of medical school at

UAMS

7) Somewhere you would like to

visit and why?  New Zealand to

see the Lords of the Rings film-

ing areas

8) If you could have dinner with

anyone, who would it be and

why?  Albert Einstein to discuss

space—the final frontier and

warp speed via space curves

9) Something not many people

know about you:  Played the

cello for 5 years

10) Favorite color:  Blue

11) Favorite movie:  Gladiator and

Lord of the Rings

12) Favorite sport and/or team:

Alabama

13) Favorite thing about Searcy:

HUCOP

14) Favorite book (other than the

Bible):  Goodman and Gilman’s

The Phamacological Basis of

Therapeutics; The Foundation

Trilogy by Issac Asimov; Lord

of the Rings

15) How long have you been em-

ployed with Harding?  6 years

16) Biggest challenge or obstacle:

The drive from Benton to

Searcy

17) Proudest moment or accom-

plishment:  Blood coagulation 

PPT slides

18) Person who had the biggest

impact on your life and why?

My mom and dad—super sup-

portive

19) Favorite scripture:  “Now to

him who is able to do immeas-

urably more than all we ask or

imagine, according to his power

that is at work within us, to him

be glory in the church and in

Christ Jesus throughout all gen-

erations, for ever and ever!

Amen”  Ephesians 3:20-21

20) Words of wisdom for our stu-

dents:  Never, Never, Never,

Give Up! [Historical quote]
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“Something not many 

know about me is I 

played the cello for 

five years.” 
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Congratulations to the students who excelled during the Spring 2016 semester!  Dean’s list standing is reserved 

for full-time students with a 3.80 or higher grade point average. 
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2016 Residency Matches 

Dean’s List—Spring 2016 

P4 Students 
Kevin Adams 

Bishwas Adhikari 

Kwesi Aninkorah-Yebooah 

Eric Awuah 

Daniel Bailey 

Samantha Bailey 

Stephen Blankinchip 

Shunika Bryant 

Annie Choa 

Britney Cothren 

Johnathan Davis 

Andrew Dollins 

Jojo Entsuah 

Laura French 

Krystal Frossard 

Rebekah Hearn 

Kyle Hively 

Devinne James 

Ellen Jones 

Meekyung Joo 

Parisa Khan 

Cassie Lang 

Van Le 

Thien Ly 

Kelsey Maloch 

Jennifer Marceaux 

Nicholas Marceaux 

Nora Martin 

Brette McDonald 

Misty McRae 

Floyd Moon 

Paul Nguyen 

Shivam Patel 

Nan Patterson 

Kristen Powers 

Monica Prince 

Anina Rasaphangthong 

Will Reed 

Josephine Richardson 

Karen Rorex 

Matt Rutherford 

Shelly Rutledge 

Saad Shamsi 

Jimmy Skaggs 

Misti Smith 

Greg South 

Blake Tubbs 

Kaley Waldrip 

Daniel White 

Caleigh Woodruff 

P3 Students 
Kari Anne Berthold 

Aulora Fay 

Kyle Haywood 

Nhu Huynh 

Chinyere Irondi 

Rebekah Knudson 

Khuong Ly 

Chike Ononogbu 

Madison Wessel 

P2 Students 

Shelby Adams 

Bailey Halford 

P1 Students 
Taryn Eubank 

Sara Goodson 

Meghan Hedden 

Kolton Kelly 

Mary Ann Allen 

Morgan Moody 

Kadyn Pace 

Christy Skinner 

Russ Ward 

Rob Welch 

Charlie Wright 

For students focusing on preparation for many different career paths in pharmacy, post-graduate residency 

training is an excellent place to start.  In the class of 2012, 22% chose to pursue post-graduate training as did 

16% of the class of 2013, 18% of the class of 2014, 22% of the class of 2015, and 15% of the class of 2016.  The 

following recent HUCOP graduates are pursuing post-graduate training starting/continuing in 2016: 

Arkansas 

Daniel Bailey — Unity Health—WCMC, Searcy 

Britney Cothren — Central Arkansas Veterans 

Healthcare System, Little Rock 

Ellen Jones — White River Medical Center, Batesville 

Misty McRae — Veterans Health Care System of the 

Ozarks, Fayetteville 

Shelly Rutledge — ARcare, Searcy 

Missouri 

Mark Egbuka (PGY2) — CoxHealth, Springfield 

Ohio 

Meekyung Joo — The Centers for Families and Children, 

Cleveland 

Texas 

Annie Chao — VA Texas Valley Coastal Bend Health Care     

System, Harlingen 

Parisa Khan — UT Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas 

Brette McDonald — Baylor Scott & White Health, Temple 

Paul Nguyen — Methodist Dallas Medical Center, Dallas 



    Substance abuse is an ever growing 

issue in the United States today. Pre-

scription drug abuse is a common start-

ing point for the vicious cycle of addic-

tion that can even effect those who are 

well informed of its dangers. Whether it 

be the change of Hydrocodone to sched-

ule II, the legalization of marijuana in 

some states, or the more recent push for

education on Naloxone, pharmacists continue to be inti-

mately involved in the management of patients with sub-

stance abuse.  

    In June, P3 students Jessica Gall, Tasha Schalk, Chelsea 

Davis, Laura Anderson, Marla Mosley, Randy Dumornay, 

Alyssa Stormes, P2 student HK 

Phan, and I were privileged to 

attend the APhA Institute on Al-

coholism and Drug Dependencies 

in Salt Lake City, Utah.  There the 

group gained valuable insight 

into the pharmacological, socio-

economical, and personal impact 

that addiction has on a person 

and those around them.   

    During our time in Salt Lake 

City, we were able to reflect on personal positions regard-

ing substance abuse, push themselves to a better under-

standing of addiction’s insidious grip, and learn the im-

pact pharmacists have on managing these complex pa-

tients. Some attended in order to gain insight on whether 

addiction was a disease or a choice. Others left with 

thoughtful questions yet to be fully answered. All left em-

powered with the realization that becoming a pharmacist 

is more than just a job. Jessica Gall (P3) reflected upon 

her time by stating, “The craving behind addiction is the 

disease portion and a very serious problem facing our 

society. We as future pharmacists need to be prepared. 

We must be ready to listen, learn, and love those who are 

living with addiction in order to make a difference.” 

    What makes addiction unique? In class, students are 

eager to learn all they can about medications in order to 

treat and prevent ailments. Yet when it comes to manag-

ing addiction, the most successful paths exclude medica-

tions as the mainstay for continued recovery.  Reviewing 

the 12 step programing, one can’t help but notice they 

lead the patient to self-reflection, reconciliation, and 

ultimately toward a higher power. How easily we forget 

the spiritual side of life and the power of God. In the 

pursuit of success, we often ne-

glect the idea that being a phar-

macist is more than just manag-

ing medications. Pharmacists are 

part of a healthcare team that 

help people manage their lives. 

Although this process is not easy, 

hopefully it demonstrates that 

skills such as communication, 

team work, empathy, patience, 

and self-reflection are just as im-

portant to the practice of pharmacy as knowing drug 

names and doses.   

    I could not help but think how blessed we are during 

our group hike surrounded by God’s creation. I hope 

none of us ever take for granted the opportunity and re-

sponsibility that comes with being a pharmacist. HK 

echoed this when she said, “A pharmacist’s job is to deal 

with suffering. It is our privilege to serve God’s people.”  

—Dr. Sarah Griffin
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“What Makes Addiction Unique?” 

 Th e Daily  Dose  

Dr. Griffin 



I was born in Monroe, Louisiana which is about an hour away from my hometown of Ham-
burg, Arkansas. Hamburg is a small town with a big community and school-spirited feel. My family 
and I moved to Lake Village, Arkansas when I was four, but I stayed in Hamburg schools for all of my 
education prior to completing my undergraduate studies at the University of Arkansas at Monticello. 
All of these towns are no more than an hour apart, so I was always close to home and family before 
starting pharmacy school at Harding. 

My family and friends are some of my biggest priorities. I am very close with my parents 
and brother, Jacob. We, along with some extended family, spend just about every holiday together 
making time for cookouts and story-telling. At the end of this past May, I got married to my high 
school sweetheart. Aaron and I now live in Lake Village with my 9-year-old fur baby, Roxy. When I’m 
not with my family, I enjoy lake days or dinner and games with my close friends from home or HU-
COP. 

My proudest moment has to be my wedding day; my family, friends, and I spent so much 
time planning it out and I believe that it turned out to be picture perfect! One of the biggest obstacles 
I have faced was moving to Searcy to attend pharmacy school. I was terrified about leaving home and 
loved ones for the first time and going to a place where I knew no one. Despite the odds, I met some 
of the most caring people and some of my closest friends in Searcy. I am blessed to know such sweet 
people, and I am excited to finish up my final year of school and use what I have learned from HU-
COP in the world of healthcare. 

My name is Natividad Sandoval III, but everyone calls me Nati (pronounced naughty). I was 
born in McAllen, TX (very south Texas) and moved to Olton, TX (very north Texas) as a child which is 
where I went to school and graduated. My hobbies include collecting football cards and taking frequent 
cat naps, when I can fit them into my schedule. I have two younger brothers, one who attends Wayland 
Baptist University studying to become a science teacher/tennis coach and one who attends Texas Tech 
University and has plans to become a band director. My parents are both teachers at the high school I 
went to, which made for an interesting high school life. In fact, my dad’s classroom was across from my 
locker my senior year. 

God has blessed me with many influences throughout my life, but the most influential is my 
dad. I watched as my dad worked day in and day out to provide for me and my family. He is the strong-
est man I know and he is a constant reminder of how I should carry myself as a man. This made it all the 
more devastating when my dad was diagnosed with cancer during my first year of pharmacy school. 
Watching my dad fight and beat cancer has been an emotional roller coaster, but it has drawn my family 
closer together and closer to God.  

My interest in pharmacy started when I noticed how many medicines I had come across. What 
do they do? How do they work? Why are they taking this? These questions eventually led me to the 
pharmacy’s doorstep. By far my proudest moment was getting accepted into pharmacy school and being 
here at Harding has changed my life for the better. Harding is a school where faith and science work 
hand in hand for the service of those around us. I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else! 
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Student Spotlight...Kaitlyn Dillard (P4) 

Student Spotlight...Nati Sandoval (P3) 
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APPE—World of Compounding Pharmacy 

    My very first advanced pharmacy practice experience (APPE)  just happened to be the one I 

looked forward to the most. During my undergrad time, I worked at a small independent pharmacy 

that provided the traditional retail setting and also provided specialty non-sterile and sterile com-

pounding services. After being thrown into the compounding realm of pharmacy, I knew this was the 

setting I wanted to pursue. When I walked into US Compounding, I was surprised by the size of the 

building. I knew it would be much larger than the small pharmacy I worked at in undergrad, but this 

was like a small factory. I first went on a tour with my preceptor, Becca Mitchell, and was immedi-

ately greeted with friendly hellos in every room we entered, which seemed like a million. My day 

usually began with compounding in the morning, then assisting the pharmacists in the afternoons. 

    USC provides sterile and nonsterile compounding services for both human and veterinary use. These items include 

capsules, creams, injections, antibiotic suspensions, antibiotic scoops, omeprazole paste, and capsules…just to name a 

few. Their building and staff are divided into several departments including sterile, non-sterile, repackaging, pharma-

cist check, PCID, shipping, and customer service for both human and veterinary use. I worked alongside a few of the 

technicians and watched each make a couple of items and then made a few products myself. I was impressed that each 

technician had their own station that seemed to provide a never ending supply of gloves, scoops, syringes, and weigh 

papers. USC runs on a system that tracks each order to show the user where each product is in the compounding pro-

cess. When compared to my previous undergrad experience, USC greatly differs in the amount of product produced at 

one time. I believe the largest batch of product I made during undergrad was 500 grams, but at USC, the batches were 

much, much larger! 

    As a pharmacist in a compounding lab, their main tasks 

ranged from checking initial prescriptions to make sure 

all information has been entered correctly, checking for-

mulations to make sure concentrations are correct for the 

needed product, verifying labels matched products, and 

again ensuring all information on the product is correct 

before it is released for shipping. There were also many 

times I was able to contact physicians and veterinarians 

to discuss the available formulations that USC provides as 

well as confirming prescription strengths and directions. 

Numerous times the patients or veterinary clients would call to ask about potential side effects and proper administra-

tion techniques as well. Because US Compounding provides services to veterinary clients, I was provided with a new 

learning experience in the area of veterinary pharmacy. My last day at US Compounding, I completed a CE presenta-

tion to the staff on “Cyclosporine Use in Canines” which required me to research veterinarian drug information sources 

to obtain applicable information. I highly recommend choosing US Compounding as an APPE site during 4th year expe-

riences (https://www.uscompounding.com/ ). USC provided me with hands-on learning experience which allowed me 

to quickly learn about the human and veterinary field of pharmaceutical compounding.  

   —-Kari Anne Berthold (P4) 

Berthold (P4) 

Compounding at Pharmacy Camp 2016 
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Spring/Summer 2016 Photos 
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Help a student afford a Harding 

education.  Make an online gift to 

HUCOP scholarships using The 

Harding Fund donation form at:  http://

www.harding.edu/Advancement/

giving.html. 

915  E Market  #12230  

Searcy ,  AR  72149  

   Congratulations to pharmacy practice faculty, Dr. Melissa Max and 
Dr. Melissa Shipp on their  recent achievem ents. Dr. Max 
was elected chair of the Arkansas Diabetes Advisory Council (DAC) 
which is a volunteer advisory committee to the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health for all policy and education related to diabetes and 
pre-diabetes for the state.   

    Dr. Shipp was elected secretary for the Arkansas Association of 
Health System Pharmacists (AAHP). In addition to this 3-year com-
mitment, she is also serving as speaker chair for the AAHP Fall Sem-
inar Planning Committee. 

    Accolades to our winners in the local ACCP Clinical Pharmacy 
Challenge! The team members who will compete in the online chal-
lenge in fall 2016 will be Brady Clark (P3), Imi Mvere (P3) and Shel-
bie Stickels (P4). 

HUCOP Kudos Korner 

Visit HU College of Pharmacy on… 

Web:  www.harding.edu/pharmacy 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/Harding-University-College-of-Pharmacy 

Twitter:  @HUPharm acy  

Linked In:  Harding University College of Pharmacy Alumni  

Phone:  501-279-5528 
Email:  pharmacy@harding.edu 

 

Bruce McLarty, D.Min. 

President, Harding University 
 

Jeff Mercer, Pharm.D. 

Dean, College of Pharmacy 
 

Sandy Rummel 

Newsletter Editor/Designer 

Fall 2016 Calendar of Events 
Orientation for Class of 2020……………………………………………………………………………..…………………………..…August 15-19 

White Coat Ceremony………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………August 19 at 2pm 

Classes Begin……………………….……………………………………………………………………..……………………………………….August 22 

AAHP Fall Seminar……………….…………………………………………………………………………………………….…….September 29-30 

Fall Break……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..………………...October 7 

NCPA Annual Convention……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….October 15-19 

APhA-ASP Midyear Regional Meeting……………………………………………………………………………………………..November 4-6 

Thanksgiving Break…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….November 21-25 

ASHP Midyear Clinical Meeting……………………………………………………………………………………………………...December 4-8 

Finals………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………..December 12-16 

Keep in Touch—Please email pharmacy@harding.edu if you… 

Married * Moved * Added to your family *  

Received an award * Have a story idea 

I. Mvere B. Clark S. Stickels Dr. Max Dr. Shipp 

http://www.harding.edu/Advancement/giving.html
http://www.harding.edu/Advancement/giving.html
http://www.harding.edu/Advancement/giving.html
http://www.harding.edu/pharmacy/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Harding-University-College-of-Pharmacy/131001453290

