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What is the Catalog?  

Every college has a catalog that covers all of the degrees offered by the institution and the academic 
policies that regulate the process for students and faculty. The Harding University catalog is available 
online or from the icon in the upper right corner of your Pipeline screen (the open book with HU on it).  

Harding provides many tools to assist faculty and students in navigating the path to graduation — degree 
evaluations, departmental handouts, faculty advisers, a Success Center, Pipeline, even this newsletter. 
However, the Catalog is the official document for degree requirements and academic policies. If there is 
disagreement between the content of a degree evaluation (or other resource, including me) and the 
Catalog, the Catalog wins. Students are responsible for knowing these policies and degree requirements. 
Please note the following statement from the catalog:  

“Lack of knowledge, incorrect interpretation of University policies and regulations, or advice 
which differs from the catalog does not remove the student from the obligation to satisfy all 
requirements for a degree. The student bears the ultimate responsibility for knowing the 
requirements of and completing a degree program.” 

It would be wise for you to review your degree plan and major in the catalog, and familiarize yourself 
with the academic policies as well.  

Some important things to know about the catalog:  

1. The default catalog for you is the one in effect when you initially enrolled at Harding. If you joined 
the Harding community in 2017, you fall under the 2017-18 catalog for your degree requirements. You 
also have 8 years to use a catalog. Once your catalog is 8 years old, you’ll need to switch to a newer 
catalog to graduate.  

2. If you change your major or leave Harding for more than two years, you must switch to the current 
catalog. To ensure all students are graduating under up-to-date curriculum standards, students who 
change majors or leave school for more than two years are automatically moved to the catalog in effect as 
of the date of their major change or return to school.  

  

Is your AP and/or CLEP credit posted to your Harding transcript? Login to your Pipeline account, 
and go to the “Student Records” section. Click on “Display Transcript.” This will open up your unofficial 
transcript. AP and CLEP credits are posted on transcripts in July and August. If you achieved a passing 
score as stated in the catalog, your credit should be posted by mid-September. If it is not, please contact 
the Registrar’s Office and we will investigate your situation.  

What is upper-level credit? Harding requires 45 hours of upper-level credit to graduate. Currently at 
Harding, courses numbered 250 or higher are considered upper-level credit. Upper-level courses are 
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typically reserved for juniors/seniors, have prerequisites, and involve more in-depth subject content. 
Courses from community colleges and/or junior colleges (two-year schools) do not count as upper-level 
credit, even if they equate to an upper-level course at Harding. A transfer course must be upper-level at 
the college where the credit was earned for it to be considered upper-level when it transfers to Harding. 

 

What is GRAD FEST? During September and October, you will hear announcements about Grad Fest. 
This semester, Grad Fest will be Oct. 16-17 and is for students who have applied to graduate in 
December. Students attend the event and get a final degree check, register with the alumni office, can 
have their resume reviewed, finalize records with the Financial Aid Office, and pick up their academic 
regalia for the commencement ceremony. The event is designed to be a “one-stop-shop” for graduating 
seniors to wrap up everything they need for graduation in less than 15 minutes. The final preparations for 
the commencement program begin immediately after Grad Fest. Therefore, graduate candidates who do 
not attend Grad Fest are at risk for missing requirements and having their names excluded from the 
printed program. 

Do I need to apply for Graduation now? Maybe. READ THIS TO FIND OUT! 

If you can complete your degree in the next 12-18 months, you must apply for graduation. Applications 
for December 2018 graduation were due March 1. Students can still apply, but there is a $50 late fee. 
Applications for May or summer 2019 graduation are due Oct. 1, 2018. There is no penalty for applying 
early. The graduation application is in the “Student Records” section of Pipeline. Graduation applications 
for fall 2018, and spring, summer and fall 2019 are available for submission.  

Graduation Deadlines: 

Fall/summer – March 1; $50 late fee applied after March 1 
Spring – Oct. 1; $50 late fee applied after Oct. 1 
The LAST day anyone can apply for fall 2018 graduation (with late fee) is Oct. 14, 2018.  
The LAST day anyone can apply for May 2019 graduation (with late fee) is March 17, 2019. 
The LAST day anyone can apply for summer 2019 graduation (with late fee) is June 21, 2019. 
  
For students who apply for graduation after the stated deadline, we cannot guarantee their names will 
appear in the commencement ceremony program or that academic regalia will be available in time.  


