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his year, the department of history and political sci-
ence unveils three new programs, each designed to 
help teachers improve their ability to teach social 
studies in elementary or secondary schools.

These programs are all the creation of Kim Laing, an assistant 
professor of history at Harding, who views teaching secondary so-
cial studies not just as a vocation, but as a ministry.

“I think that teaching is this place where we have this massive im-
pact,” she said. “We stress so much the content and the pedagogy, but 
we don’t spend enough time talking about how to live it as a mission.”

Noting that many children today do not attend vacation Bible 
school or youth group events, Laing observed that secondary teach-
ers get to teach their students for at least 180 days each year.

She explained, “You get the chance, for many of them, to show 
them somebody who actually lives the Christian walk, is fair in class, 
does not show partiality, doesn’t have … the teacher’s pets and the 
kids that they don’t like, holds them to a high standard, believes in 
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Laing, Ganus Fund team up for new social science initiatives
them, is honest — just all of the things we want people to associate 
Christianity with.”

She referred to the example of John Frizzell, who teaches eighth-
grade American history at Riverdale School in Germantown, Tennessee.

Frizzell, who earned a bachelor’s degree in history in 2016 and a 
master’s degree in teaching in 2018, both from Harding, writes indi-
vidualized notes to each of his students every year, explaining why 
he is grateful for them.

Laing, who also graduated from Harding with a bachelor’s degree 
in history in 2002, earned a master’s in history from Western Michi-
gan University. She was then the project manager for the Kalamazoo 
Regional Educational Service Agency in Michigan. 

In this capacity, she managed state and federal grants which 
funded teacher preparation programs. Eventually, she conducted 
some of the training sessions herself.

Since returning to Harding to teach full-time in 2011, she has
Continued on page 5

Assistant Professor of History 
Kim Laing teaches the Ad-
vanced Methods in Social  
Science class during the 
spring 2021 semester.
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Times,” under the sponsorship of Dr. 
Julie Harris, won Nash History Jour-
nal First Prize 
awards for 
online publica-
tions in both 
2019 and 2020.

• Our Eta Phi  
chapter of Phi 
Alpha Theta, 
also under the 
direction of Dr. Harris, received an hon-
orable mention best chapter award for 
2018-2019.

• Dr. David Adams was able to conduct the 
2021 Arkansas Region 8 History Day com-
petition virtually this spring, with 44 stu-
dents participating. In 2020, Harding host-
ed the event on campus before the COVID 
cancellations, and 63 students competed.

• For the first time, the Liberal Arts Col-
loquium broadcast on HU16 in the fall of 
2020. Harris directed the colloquium, and 
Adams was one of the thirteen presenters.

• Dr. Liann Gallagher’s Model United Na-
tions team earned three outstanding 
delegation awards at the 2020 state com-
petition, which was held virtually. A year 
earlier, the team won five awards at the 
2019 competition held in Conway.

• This spring, students in Rachel Walters’ 
special topics class on public history 
designed an exhibit about Harding alum 
and former Major League baseball  
pitcher Preacher Roe for the Harding 
History House.

• As social distancing protocols began to 
relax in the late spring, we held our an-
nual banquet in person and outdoors on 
April 22 of this year.
There have been other blessings besides. 

We are privileged to work at one of the few 
universities in America that still openly 
confesses Jesus as the Son of God. We teach 
subjects we are passionate about to some of 
the best college students on earth. We work 
alongside talented and faithful colleagues, 
both within our department and without.

“Every good thing given and every per-
fect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shifting shadow.” James 1:17.

fter a one-year hiatus, we are 
pleased to again present the 
“Chronicle” to our alumni. 

Since our last newsletter in 
2019, the COVID-19 pandemic profoundly 
disrupted life throughout the world and 
here on Harding’s campus. 

The pandemic forced Harding to go on-
line at mid-semester during the spring of 
2020, ushering in a blur of virtual meetings, 
recorded lectures, canceled overseas pro-
grams and scrapped field trips. Classes re-
sumed on campus in the fall but with strin-
gent social distancing protocols in place.

There have been other griefs as well. Dr. 
Clifton L. Ganus Jr., beloved former Univer-
sity president and former chair of this de-
partment, passed away in the fall of 2019.

In May 2020, the administration an-
nounced an impending faculty reduction, 
though our department survived any cuts. 
A few weeks later, the Harding community 
was roiled by the issue of whether or not to 
remove Dr. George Benson’s name from the 

main auditorium on campus.
In October, the board of trustees an-

nounced the sudden retirement of president 
Bruce McLarty, a man well respected by 
faculty, students, alumni and the commu-
nity. Dr. McLarty was a special friend to our 
department and even guest lectured in our 
Arkansas history class from time to time on 
the topic of Harding’s history.

Certainly the last several months have 
challenged us in many ways, but we have 
also been richly blessed. 
• Since our last newsletter, our department 

has graduated 48 young men and women. 
• Dr. Kevin Klein, with help from Dr. John 

Richard Duke, organized an exhibit 
which included a section of the Berlin 
Wall in the lobby of the Benson Audi-
torium in the fall of 2019. The display 
was sponsored by the Clifton L. Ganus 
Jr. Endowment for History and Political 
Science and coincided with the thirtieth 
anniversary of the wall’s dismantlement.

• Our student publication, “Tenor of Our 

Challenged and blessed: A report of the last two years
By Jared Dockery, editor

A

Dr. Dale Manor and students examine the Berlin Wall 
exhibit in the Benson Auditorium lobby. The exhibit was 
sponsored by the Clifton L. Ganus Jr. Endowment for 
History and Political Science during the fall of 2019.

Go to scholar-
works.harding.
edu/tenor/ to read 
current and past is-
sues of our student 
publication, “Tenor 
of Our Times.”
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How can I help?
e hope to draw the faculty, 
students and alumni of  
our department into a tight-
knit network of mutual sup-

port and edification. Perhaps you would 
like to join us in one or more of the follow-
ing ways:
1.  Pray for Harding administrators, 

faculty and students (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:17).

2.  Be our ambassadors. Recommend 
Harding and our department to high 
school students. Encourage them to 
make a campus visit. Have them con-
tact admissions@harding.edu to learn 
about financial aid options. 

3.  Take part in our professional devel-

opment program for social science 
teachers. Each semester, we host Talking 
Shop, a virtual book club focusing upon 
social studies pedagogy. Each summer, 
we hold a social science symposium on 
campus, in which teachers receive profes-
sional development credit. For more in-
formation about either program, contact 
Kim Laing at klaing@harding.edu.

4. Tell us about job openings and intern-
ships. Please help us pass on information 
concerning job openings and internships 
to our current students and alumni. 
• Send information about internships 

to Dr. Liann Gallagher at mgalla-
gher@harding.edu. 

• Send information about social sci-

ence teaching openings to Kim  
Laing at klaing@harding.edu.

• Send information about other job 
openings in history, government or 
social science to Jared Dockery at 
jndockery@harding.edu. 

5.  Follow us on social media. Check us 
out on Facebook (@HUHistPoliSci), 
Twitter (@HUHistPoliSci) or Insta-
gram (@HUHistoryPoliSci) and like 
and share our posts.

6.  Consider making a donation. To do-
nate to the Raymond L. Muncy Schol-
arship Fund, the Clifton L. and Louise 
Ganus Endowed Scholarship Fund or 
the Harding Fund, contact advance-
ment@harding.edu. 

W

Graduating seniors and their guests 
enjoy the 2021 department banquet.
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he Harding fam-
ily lost one of 
its most beloved 
members on 

September 9, 2019, with the 
passing of Clifton L. Ganus Jr. 
He was 97.

Ganus came to Harding 
College from New Orleans as 
a freshman in the fall of 1939, 
just as World War II was be-
ginning in Europe. He quickly 
fell in love, both with the 
school and with Louise Nich-
ols, a pretty sophomore from 
Strawberry, Arkansas.

He graduated from Harding 
with a double major in Bible 
and history in a ceremony in 
the Godden Hall auditorium 
at 11:30 a.m. on May 27, 1943. An hour and a 
half later, he and Louise were married in the 
same venue.

They remained married for 76 years. The 
happy union was blessed with three children, 
Clifton III, Debbie Duke, and Charles; 10 
grandchildren, including our own Dr. John 

Richard Duke; and 19 great-grandchildren.
After graduating from Harding, Ganus 

preached for a couple of years in the Charles-
ton, Mississippi, area. He then earned a mas-
ter’s degree in history from Tulane University. 

He returned to Harding to teach in 1946 
but left two years later to complete course-

In Memoriam: Clifton L. Ganus Jr. (1922-2019)

T

efore his death, Dr. Clifton L. 
Ganus Jr. wrote his memoirs, 
which have now been pub-
lished posthumously under 

the delightful title “I’d Do It All Again.”  
The book is available for purchase from  
the Harding University Bookstore  
(hubookstore.harding.edu).

Ganus was a 1943 Harding graduate in 
Bible and history. There are other depart-
ment alumni with books in print as well. 
They include:
•  Dr. Fred A. Bailey (’70) has written two 

books. His 1997 book, “William Edward 
Dodd: The South’s Yeoman Scholar,” 
published by the University of Virginia 
Press, is still available.

•  Dr. Jeff Broadwater (’76) has several 
books published by the University of North 
Carolina Press currently in print. His most 
recent is “Jefferson, Madison, and the Mak-
ing of the Constitution” (2019).

•  Bobby Dockery (’71) has written one 

book and co-written others. His 
1990 work “The Holy Spirit: Unrav-
eling the Mystery,” is still available 
from Gospel Tracts International 
(gospeltractsinternational.com).

•  Dr. Jared Dockery (’94) has con-
tributed a chapter to the book 
“George C. Marshall and the Early Cold 
War: Policy, Politics, and Society,” edited 
by William A. Taylor and published by the 
University of Oklahoma Press in 2020. 
Dockery’s chapter examines Marshall’s 
role during the Korean War.

•  Dr. Shawn Fisher (’97) has contributed 
a chapter to the book “The War at Home: 
Perspectives on the Arkansas Experience 
during World War I,” edited by Mark K. 
Christ and published by the University  
of Arkansas Press in 2020. Fisher’s chap-
ter is entitled “Arkansas and the Great 
War: Southern Soldiers Fight for a Na-
tional Victory.”

•  Dr. Tim McNeese (’76) is a prolific writ-

Alumni in Print

er. His new book, “Time in the Wilder-
ness: The Formative Years of John “Black 
Jack” Pershing in the American West,” 
will appear later this year. It is published 
by Potomac Press, an imprint of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press.

•  Dr. Gary Selby (’80) has three books in 
print. His most recent is “Pursuing an 
Earthy Spirituality: C.S. Lewis and Incar-
national Faith,” published in 2019 by  
IVP Academic. 

B

Ganus’ “I’d Do It All Again” 
Jeff Broadwater’s “Jefferson, Madison, and the 
Making of the Constitution” — courtesy of Uni-
versity of North Carolina Press
Tim McNeese’s “Time in the Wilderness” — 
courtesy of University of Nebraska Press

work for a doctoral degree 
from Tulane.

He resumed teaching at 
Harding in 1951, taking on the 
additional responsibilities of 
chair of the history department. 
He completed his doctorate 
in 1953. After attaining a pro-
fessional diploma in college 
administration from Columbia 
University, he became Hard-
ing’s first vice president in 1956.

In 1965, the board of trust-
ees selected him to be Hard-
ing’s third president. During 
his 22-year presidency, Hard-
ing College became a univer-
sity in 1979, and Harding Uni-
versity in Florence was created 
in 1980. 

Upon his retirement from the presidency 
in 1987, Ganus became chancellor of Har ding. 
In 2013, he became chancellor emeritus.

His deep love for Harding was palpable. 
“Where else would I go?” he once asked 
rhetorically in a Petit Jean interview. “If I 
am not at Harding, I will be in heaven.” 
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hen classes resume in the fall 
of 2021, our department will 
have a new chair, as Dr. Shawn 
Fisher will be taking over 

from Dr. Steven Breezeel.
Breezeel first became the acting chair 

in the fall of 2016, as Dr. Kevin Klein had 
to relinquish his duties for health reasons. 
Breezeel then became the official chair in 
January 2017.

Thrust suddenly into the complexities  
of departmental administration, he threw 
himself into the job, quickly becoming pro-
ficient in budget management, scheduling 
classes and utilizing the peculiar talents of 
his colleagues. 

Fisher to replace Breezeel as department chair

He also oversaw a curriculum review 
that resulted in new courses and strength-
ened curricula for the department majors.

He faithfully led the department through 

the myriad of difficulties caused by COVID 
and the unsettling reduction in faculty size 
in May 2020. He has surely earned the right 
to return full-time to the classroom.

Meanwhile, Fisher brings a unique skillset 
to the position of department chair. An army 
veteran and former high school social studies 
teacher, he obtained his doctorate from the 
University of Memphis and is a member of 
the Arkansas History Commission.

He will be the sixth department chair 
since 1951. He has been preceded by Clif-
ton L. Ganus Jr. (who served 1951-1965); 
Raymond Muncy (1965-1993); Tom How-
ard (1993-2003); Klein (2003-2016); and 
Breezeel (2016-2021).

W

Dr. Shawn Fisher Dr. Steven Breezeel

Teaching teachers (continued from page 1)

remained heavily involved in the effort of 
teaching future teachers. She advises many 
of our social science with licensure majors 
and teaches Advanced Methods in Social 
Science every spring.

But Laing also recognizes the need to 
help teachers who are already in the class-
room. This spring, she launched Talking 
Shop, a virtual book club. Thirteen alumni 
teachers, including Laing, discussed the 
book “Future-Focused History Teaching” by 
Max Maxwell.

“There were some parts we liked, and there 
were some parts we thoroughly disagreed 
with,” Laing said, but she noted that the dis-
agreements sparked wonderful conversation.

The Clifton L. Ganus Jr. Endowment for 
History and Political Science, chaired by Dr. 
Kevin Klein, provided the books free of charge 
for the inaugural session of Talking Shop.

Laing also organized a second new pro-
gram which debuted this summer, when the 
department hosted its first Social Science 
Symposium for middle and high school 
teachers July 15-17.

This year’s program focused on the theme 
of using games and simulations in the class-
room. Speakers were drawn from current 
and retired teachers from Harding Univer-
sity and Harding Academy. Attendees were 
able to gain professional development credit.

The third program, History Explorers, will 
begin this fall. It is an after-school program to 
teach history to third-sixth graders. Lessons 

History teacher John Frizzell (’16) 
prepares to mail personalized ap-
preciation cards to his students at 
Riverdale School in Germantown, 
Tennessee, in March 2021.

K
A

ITLYN
 FRIZZELL

will be drawn from Susan Wise Bauer’s four-
volume series, “The Story of the World: Histo-
ry for the Classical Child.” Laing is developing 
curriculum for use in this program.

The after-school program will be taught 
by students in Harding’s elementary educa-
tion program, whose stipends will, at least 
initially, be paid by the Ganus Endowment.

Laing noted that while there is not much 
emphasis on history in third-sixth grade 
classrooms, there is emphasis on literacy, 

especially in non-fiction.
“If you have to teach literacy, here’s a book 

that uses history, and here are activities that 
you can [use to] introduce history to the class-
room,” she explained. “So building off of that 
literacy, I want to train elementary teachers to 
do that better and also to introduce a love of 
history to younger generations.”

If you are interested in knowing more 
about any of these great new programs, please 
contact Kim Laing at klaing@harding.edu.
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Jake Agin graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in political sci-
ence in May 2021. He lives in 
Whitehouse, Texas, and plans to 
find employment.

Jon Alexander earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in social science with 
licensure in May 2021. He will be 
teaching social studies in the Pal-
estine-Wheatley school district in 
Palestine, Arkansas, and plans to 
pursue an online master’s degree 
from Liberty University.

Paul Anderson attained a Bach-
elor of Arts in social science with 
licensure in May 2021. He will 
now be pursuing a master’s de-
gree in education from Harding.

Benjamin Barker earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in political science in 
May 2020. After graduation, he 
married Anna Reddell (’20) and 
moved to Knoxville, Tennessee, 
where he is now studying law at 
the University of Tennessee.

Anessa Bridges Nesbit earned 
dual Bachelor of Arts degrees in 
history and French in December 
2019 and married Jared Nesbit 
in the same month. The couple 
resides in Bentonville, Arkansas.

Hunter Bryant earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in social science with 
licensure in May 2021. He will be 
attending the Kanakuk Institute in 
Branson, Missouri, where he will 
pursue a master’s degree in lead-
ership and ministry. He then plans 
to teach, do mission work or work 
full-time with Kanakuk Ministries.

Aurora Brown earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in political science 
in December 2020. She worked 
in the Harding Counseling Cen-
ter in the spring of 2021. She 
is planning to teach English in 
the China Now program during 
the 2021-22 year and then at-
tend Multnomah University in 
Portland, Oregon, where she will 
pursue a master’s degree in pub-
lic administration.

Maddox Burgess attained a 
Bachelor of Arts in history in May 
2021. He will be attending law 
school at Belmont University in 
Nashville, Tennessee.

Rebecca Burrows attained dual 
Bachelor of Arts degrees in his-
tory and medical humanities in 
May 2020. She lives in Nixa, Mis-
souri, and works as an ophthal-
mic assistant at the nearby Mercy 
Clinic. She plans to begin work 

on a master’s degree in history 
at Binghamton University in New 
York this fall.

Collin Barnett graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in history in De-
cember 2019.

Charis Caves graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in public ad-
ministration in May 2020.

Abbi Clifton attained a Bachelor 
of Arts in political science in May 
2021. She lives in Judsonia, Arkan-
sas, and plans to pursue a master’s 
degree in business administration.

Rylin Cogan graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in social science 
with licensure in May 2021. She is 
moving to the Salt Lake City, Utah, 
area to teach eighth-grade history 
at Sunset Junior High School.

Charlie Collins earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in social science with 
licensure in May 2020.

Christina Cuneo attained a 
Bachelor of Science in public ad-
ministration in May 2020.

Tyler Donegan graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in history in 
December 2020.

Ilse Ghent graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in political sci-
ence in May 2021. She plans to 
attend law school and get a job.

Reed Harriman graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in social sci-
ence with licensure in May 2020.

Matthew Hendry attained a 
Bachelor of Science in public  
administration in December 
2020. He works for the Dallas 
Fire Department.

Kolton Jenkins graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in history in 
May 2020.

McKinzy Kendall earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in history in May 
2021. He is weighing the options 
of attending graduate school in 
history or archaeology or going 
to law school.

Michael Krupka earned dual 
Bachelor of Arts degrees in  
political science and Spanish in 
May 2020.

Alexander Matlock earned a 
Bachelor of Science in public 
administration in December 
2020. He is currently enrolled 
as a candidate in the Master of 
Arts degree in political science 

Recent graduates
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves,  

so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” MATTHEW 10:16

Several recent graduates are seen in this photo from the Fall 2019 senior seminar presentations.
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with James Madison University in 
Florence, Italy.

Riley Rose Mayo attained a 
Bachelor of Arts in history in 
December 2019. She and her 
husband, Tyler, welcomed their 
son, Tauren, in April 2020. 

Alexander McCready attained 
a Bachelor of Arts in political sci-
ence in May 2020.

Logan McDougald graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts in social 
science with licensure in Decem-
ber 2019.

Daniel Moore attained Bachelor 
of Arts degrees in history and 
political science in May 2021. 
He was commissioned in the 
Arkansas National Guard as a fire 
support officer in the 206th Field 
Artillery Regiment and will soon 
attend Fort Sill’s Field Artillery 
Basic Officer Leadership Course. 

Grady Moore graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in history in 
May 2020. Just after graduation, 
he biked 3,381 miles across the 
United States to raise money for 
the Kibo Group. He now lives in 
North Carolina.

Matthew Musslewhite earned 
a Bachelor of Science in public 
administration in May 2020.

Cayleigh Porter graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in social sci-
ence with licensure in May 2021. 
She has moved back to Norman, 
Oklahoma, and is seeking a posi-
tion teaching history at the high 
school or middle school level.

Leah Price attained a Bachelor of 
Arts in social science in May 2020.

Larisa Pulley graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in history in  
May 2020.

Kaylee Rice earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in history in May 2020. 
She is the administrative assis-
tant for the Northeast Church of 
Christ in Cincinnati, Ohio, and is 
a part-time interpreter at Great 
Parks of Hamilton County.

Logan Riggs earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in social science with li-
censure in May 2021. He will be 

teaching ninth grade world history 
at Memorial Freshman Academy 
in Port Arthur, Texas.

Shawna Ross attained a Bach-
elor of Science in public adminis-
tration in May 2020.

Jarod Smith graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in public ad-
ministration in May 2020.

Mason Smither earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in social science in 
May 2020.

Brijana Paic Sullivan attained a 
Bachelor of Arts in history in  
May 2020.

Morgan Tallant graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in history in 
May 2020. After graduation, he 
worked as a medical supply clerk 
in the Support Services division 
of White River Health System in 
Batesville, Arkansas. He has now 
moved back to Texas and is cur-
rently obtaining his teaching cer-
tificate with the hopes of becom-
ing a high school teacher this fall.

Austin Taylor earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in social science with 
licensure in May 2020. He is 
now teaching social studies for 
Panther Academy in the Cabot, 
Arkansas, School District and 
lives in McCrory.

Jacob Tucker attained a Bach-
elor of Arts in social science with 
licensure in May 2020. He now 
teaches social studies for Virtual 
Arkansas.

Evan Turner attained a Bachelor 
of Arts in political science in May 
2021. She will be attending law 
school and hopes to eventually 
practice law.

Isabel Waller graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in public ad-
ministration in May 2020.

Michaela Wilkie graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in political 
science in June 2021. She has 
moved to Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
and is contemplating going to 
law school or getting a job.

Enoch Williams attained a 
Bachelor of Arts in social sci-
ence with licensure in December 
2019. He began teaching world 
and American history at Searcy 
High School in the fall of 2020. 
His wife, Felicia Bueno, gradu-
ated with a Master of Science in 
speech-language pathology in 
May 2021 and will be working as 
a speech-language pathologist 
at Pediatric Therapy Associates 
beginning July 2021. 

Timothy Wright earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in social science in 
December 2019 and is now an 
officer in the U.S. Army. He and 
his wife, Katie Conder, live in 
Crestview, Florida. 

Olivia Womack earned dual 
Bachelor of Arts degrees in po-
litical science and Spanish in May 
2020. She works as a correspon-
dence analyst in the Arkansas 
governor’s office.

Derek Yingling attained a Bach-
elor of Arts in history in May 2020 
and is now pursuing a Master of 
Arts in teaching from Harding. He 
is also working part-time and is 
engaged to Anna Westbrook.

Recent student awards
• Overall outstanding student: Paul Anderson (2021); Olivia 

Womack (2020)
• Outstanding social science major: Cayleigh Porter (2021); 

 Austin Taylor (2020)
• Outstanding history major: Maddox Burgess (2021); Kaylee 

Rice (2020)
• Outstanding public administration major: Jake Riggs (2021); 

Isabel Waller (2020)
• Outstanding political science major: Ilse Ghent (2021); Michael 

Krupka (2020)
• Outstanding American studies major: Eric Johnson (2021)
• Muncy Scholar: Grace Ann Green (2021, first prize); Jackson 

Montgomery (2021, second prize); Connor White (2020, first 
prize)

• Outstanding senior presentations in Senior Seminar in Social 
Sciences: Paul Anderson (Fall 2020, first prize); Rylin Cogan 
(Fall 2020, second prize); Austin Taylor (Fall 2019, first prize).

• Outstanding senior presentations in Senior Seminar in History: 
Kaylee Rice (Fall 2019, first prize); Riley Mayo (Fall 2019,  
second prize).

• Outstanding senior presentations in Policy Analysis and Ad-
vanced Research: Jacob Agin (Fall 2020, first prize); Michaela 
Log (Fall 2020, second prize); Isabel Waller (Fall 2019, first 
prize); Olivia Womack (Fall 2019, second prize).

Paul Anderson, Eric 
Johnson, Cayleigh 
Porter and Ilse Ghent 
show their 2021  
department awards
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Dr. David Adams, associate 
professor, finished his 14th year 
teaching at Harding in 2021. He 
is the director of the Arkansas Re-
gion 8 History Day competition 
and presented in the Fall 2020 
Colloquium on the Liberal Arts. 
He is married to Angela Reeves 
(’99), who teaches social studies 
at Harding Academy. The couple 
have three sons, Nathan, Grant 
and Andrew, and are members at 
the College Church of Christ.
Dr. Steven Breezeel (’94), 
professor, begins his 21st year 
teaching at Harding this fall. He 
has completed a five-year stint 
as department chairman. He 
attended the Arkansas Political 
Science Association meeting vir-
tually in February 2021. He is an 
elder at the Cloverdale Church of 
Christ. He and his wife, Brenda 
Lawrenson (’93), have two sons, 
David and Jacob.
Dr. Jared Dockery (’94), associ-
ate professor, finished his 13th 
year teaching at Harding in 2021. 
He is the editor of the “Chroni-
cle” and a member of the Honors 
Symposium faculty. He contrib-
uted a chapter to the 2020 book, 
“George C. Marshall and the 
Early Cold War.” He and his wife, 
Natalie Oliver (’08), have two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Emma 
Grace, and are members at the 
Cloverdale Church of Christ.
Dr. John Richard Duke Jr. (’98), 
associate professor, has been ap-
pointed the executive director of 
the American Studies Institute at 
Harding beginning this fall. It will 
also be his eighth year teaching 
at Harding. He is a member of 
the College Church of Christ.
Dr. Shawn Fisher (’97), associate 
professor, finished his 11th year 
teaching at Harding in 2021. 
He is a member of the Arkansas 
History Commission and contrib-
uted a chapter to the 2020 book 
“The War at Home: Perspectives 
on the Arkansas Experience dur-
ing World War I.” He will be the 
department chair beginning this 
fall. He and his wife, Jennifer 
Flieg (’98), have two daughters, 
Elizabeth and Rachel, and are 
members of the Cloverdale 
Church of Christ.
Dr. Liann Gallagher, assistant 
professor, will begin her sixth 
year at Harding this fall as the 
faculty member of Harding Uni-
versity in Greece. She sponsors 
Harding’s Model UN team, the 
department’s chapter of Pi Sigma 
Alpha and Zeta Pi Zeta social 

club. She attended the Arkansas 
Political Science Association 
meeting virtually in February 
2021. She attends the College 
Church of Christ. 
Dr. Julie Harris, professor, com-
pleted her 21st year at Harding in 
2021. She is the faculty sponsor 
for Phi Alpha Theta and “Tenor 
of Our Times” and is the director 
of the Liberal Arts Colloquium, 
which was broadcast for the first 
time on HU16 in the fall of 2020. 
She and her husband, Damon 
(’96), have a son, James, and a 
newborn daughter, Charlotte. 
They are active members of the 
West Side Church of Christ.
Dr. Paul D. Haynie (’71) retired in 
2016 after 26 years of service to 
Harding. He resides in Searcy with 
Kayla, his wife of 46 years, and en-
joys traveling the U.S. and cruis-
ing. The Haynies are members of 
the Cloverdale Church of Christ 
and have two children, Kassandra 
Freeman (’01) and Kipten (’07).
Dr. Tom Howard (’69), Distin-
guished Professor Emeritus, 
taught at Harding from 1972 to 
2004, then served as a part-time 
departmental faculty member 
until 2016. He was department 
chair from 1993 to 2003 and 
taught in Harding’s study-abroad 
programs in Florence, Athens 
and London. He recently wrote 
his memoirs, entitled “My Foot-
prints in the Sand: The Life and 
Times of a Man Up From Pov-

erty.” He and his wife, Patsy, who 
passed away July 31, 2021, have 
three children, Cindy Gurchiek 
(’86), Christy Perry (’91), and  
Beth Collins (’93); seven grand-
children; and one great grand-
child. Our sympathy is extended 
to Dr. Howard and his family in 
their loss. 
Dr. Fred Jewell retired in 2010 
after 42 years of teaching at 
Harding. He still lives in Searcy 
with Alice, his wife of 58 years.  
He serves as an elder at the Col-
lege Church of Christ and chairs 
the foreign missions ministry.  
Since retirement, he has served 
as a volunteer teacher for Nations 
University and World English 
Institute, both on-line Bible pro-
grams, and since 2013 has made 
annual trips to Tirana, Albania to 
teach English using biblical mate-
rials.  Other travel has focused on 
attending the annual conventions 
of the American Iris Society. The 
couple have four children, Terri 
(’86), Jeff (’89), Jason (’95) and 
Laura (’96), and 11 grandchildren. 
Dr. Kevin Klein (’86), profes-
sor, completed his 27th year of 
teaching at Harding in 2021. He 
serves as the Clifton L. Ganus Jr. 
Distinguished Chair of History. 
He and his wife, Lori, are mem-
bers of the Higginson Church 
of Christ. They have two sons, 
Samuel (’17) and Seth (’19).
Lori K. Klein, assistant profes-
sor, completed her 17th year of 

full-time teaching at Harding in 
2021, in addition to teaching 
part-time for seven years prior 
to that. She is a member of the 
Arkansas Ethics Commission and 
attended the Arkansas Political 
Science Association meeting vir-
tually in February 2021.
Kim Laing (’02), assistant profes-
sor, begins her 11th year of full-
time teaching at Harding this fall. 
She won a Distinguished Teacher 
Award from Harding in 2020 
and the award for best paper 
or presentation at the Arkansas 
Association of College History 
Teachers (AACHT) conference in 
Little Rock in 2019. She is pursu-
ing a doctoral degree in humani-
ties from Faulkner University. She 
is a sponsor of Zeta Pi Zeta social 
club and recently began the Talk-
ing Shop alumni teacher read-
ing group. She is married to Dr. 
Greg Laing who teaches in the 
English department. The couple 
have a daughter, Jordan, and a 
son, Johnny, and attend the Col-
lege Church of Christ.
Dr. Nathaniel Wiewora (’04), 
assistant professor, completed 
his seventh year of teaching at 
Harding in 2021. He has recently 
served as a referee for the Jour-
nal of Mormon History and as an 
AP World History exam reader. 
He and his wife, Kristen Green, 
have two daughters, Ruth and 
Rose. They attend the Down-
town Church of Christ.

Dr. Kevin Klein teaches 
outdoors during the 
spring semester of 2021.
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Dr. Fred A. Bailey (’70) is retired 
and living in Abilene, after teach-
ing history at Abilene Christian 
University from 1984 to 2013 
and serving as the chair of the 
history department from 1995 to 
2012. He attained master’s and 
doctoral degrees in history from 
the University of Tennessee. He 
has published two books and 
more than 80 academic articles 
and also taught as a visiting 
professor at Nanjing University 
for a year. He was married to the 
late Bonnie Pitt (’70) for almost 
48 years, until her death in 2016. 
The happy union produced three 
children, six grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.
Kristy Smith Bailey (’92) lives 
with her husband Eric (’90) in 
Bentonville, Arkansas, where 
she works both as a therapist in 
private practice and as a psycho-
logical examiner for Bentonville 
Schools. She earned a master’s 
degree in counseling psychology 
from the University of Central 
Arkansas in 1995. The couple 
have three sons, Dawson, Dillon 
and Drew.
Dr. Amanda Terry Biles (’05) be-
gan teaching history and public 
history as an adjunct professor 
at Abilene Christian University in 
2019. She recently directed the 
development of student-curated 
exhibitions at the National WASP 
WWII Museum and the Grace 
Museum, among others. She 
also serves as adjunct online pro-
fessor for Minot State University. 
She holds a doctorate in history 
from North Dakota State Univer-
sity and a master’s in history from 
the University of Central Okla-
homa. She is on the board of 
directors for the Junior League 
of Abilene and serves on the 
history committee of the Grace 
Museum. She has been married 
to Joe Biles, an Air Force officer, 
for 14 wonderful years.
Rebekah Brock Bouchard (’17) 
married Jack Bouchard on May 29, 
2021. She teaches eighth-grade 
American history at Siegel Middle 
School in Murfreesboro, Tennes-
see, where she is also the history 
department chair. She is working 
on a master’s degree in geography 
from Marshall University.
Dr. Jeff Broadwater (’76) is 
professor emeritus of history at 
Barton College in Wilson, North 
Carolina, and has published sev-
eral books with the University of 
North Carolina Press. He earned 
his doctorate from Vanderbilt 

in 1989. Early in his career, he 
graduated from law school at the 
University of Arkansas in 1979 
and practiced law for about 15 
years. He also is a member of 
the Westside Church of Christ in 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina.
Tim Brown (’95) is an operations 
manager living in Oklahoma City. 
He attained an MBA from Re-
gent University in 1998.
Dr. James Burk (’04) teaches 
mathematics at Harding. He did 
his graduate work in mathemat-
ics, receiving his master’s degree 
from West Texas A&M University 
and his doctorate from Washing-
ton State University. He jokes, 
however: “I am mostly proud of 
my perfect attendance award 
[in] 3rd grade.” He is married to 
Becky Perkins (’04), and the cou-
ple have three children, Lyndie-
Anne, James III and Jessica.
Dr. Kevin Burr (’08) is now the 
discipleship minister at the Kings 
Crossing Church of Christ in 
Corpus Christi, Texas, where he 
lives with his wife, Linnea Jordan 
(’08), and their two sons, Peter 
and Samuel. He completed his 
doctorate in biblical studies from 
Asbury Theological Seminary in 
2020, having earlier obtained a 
master’s of divinity from Harding 
School of Theology in 2014 and 
a master’s degree in education 
from Harding in 2010.
Dr. Gerald Burrow (’72) is now 
retired after a long career in edu-
cation. He served six different 
schools in Georgia, Louisiana and 
Oklahoma as either a teacher or 
administrator, culminating with a 
posting as the secondary school 
principal of Metro Christian Acad-
emy in Tulsa from 2012-2018. Af-
ter graduating from Harding, he 
received a master’s in history from 
Arkansas State in 1973, a master’s 
in religious education from Ala-
bama School of Religion in 1977 
and a doctorate in educational 
leadership from Nova-Southeast-
ern University in 1999. He and his 
wife, Linda, live in Tulsa.
Hannah Clifton (’18) lives in 
Judsonia, Arkansas, and teaches 
world history at Bald Knob High 
School. She earned her master’s 
in teaching from Harding in 2020.
Robert Combs (’88) has spent 
17 years as a classroom teacher 
in private and public schools, 15 
years as a case worker and foster 
care trainer for the Division of 
Children and Family Services and 
30 years as a pulpit minister. He 
and his wife, Deborah, live in 

Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, and the 
couple have one son, James.
Brenden Cox (’93) is a major ac-
count executive for Blue Cross, 
Blue Shield of Illinois. He lives in 
Chatham, Illinois, and earned a 
master’s in history from Pepper-
dine in 1995.
Joanna Dawson Crisco (’97) is 
the office manager for the alum-
ni and parent relations office at 
Harding and also the director of 
ticket sales. Before coming to 
work at Harding, she worked for 
16 years at First Security Bank. 
Her son, Jordan, is currently a 
Harding history major.
Clint Delaplane (’94) is one of 
the ministers for the Truth Point 
Church in West Palm Beach, Flor-
ida. Prior to this, he served as a 
teacher, principal and headmas-
ter of Christian schools, both in 
the United States and overseas, 
and then served as a church-
planting missionary in Central 
America. He and his wife Rocio 
Garita (’93) live in Greenacres, 
Florida, and have six children.
Bobby Dockery (’71) has re-
cently moved to Searcy with 
his wife, Meredy Roberts (’71), 
after a career spent preach-
ing for the Baldwin Church of 
Christ from 1971-2014 and the 
Winslow Church of Christ from 
2015-2020, both in Northwest 
Arkansas. He was also the direc-
tor of Gospel Tracts Interna-
tional from 1979 to 2019, which 
printed approximately 55 million 
tracts during his tenure. He has 
written or co-written a number 
of books and is now preaching 
part-time for the Cloverdale 
Church of Christ. He and Meredy 
have three children: Jared (’94), 
Rachael and Luke (’05), as well as 
four grandchildren.
Tim Douglas (’93) teaches AP 
government and psychology at 
Clovis High School in Clovis, Cal-
ifornia, where he has served for 
the past 28 years. He received a 
master’s in education from Cali-
fornia State University in Fresno. 
He is married to Juliet Dismang, 
and the couple have a daughter, 
Bailey (’21).
Barry Fisk (’84) lives in Palatine, 
Illinois, and works in the tech-
nology sector, focusing on the 
aspects of sales, marketing and 
government affairs for organiza-
tions. He graduated with a mas-
ter’s degree in political science 
from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago in 1986. He is married 
with three children; his son, Rob 

(’17), graduated from our depart-
ment as well.
Charles Neil Floyd (’91) is an 
immigration judge for the U.S. 
Department of Justice and a 
lieutenant colonel in the Army 
Reserves. Possessing both a law 
degree from the University of 
Arkansas and a master’s degree 
in strategic studies from the U.S. 
Army War College, he served 
on active duty in the U.S. Army 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps 
from 1998 to 2004. In 2016, 
he deployed to Baghdad, Iraq, 
where he served as the forward 
legal advisor for the commander 
of Combined Joint Task Force - 
Operation Inherent Resolve. He 
lives in Gig Harbor, Washington, 
with his wife of almost 27 years, 
Greta Casey (’94). Their daughter, 
Bailey, attends Harding, and their 
son, Jackson, is in high school.
Caroline Pruitt French (’15) has 
worked for the last five years in 
the Arkansas governor’s office. 
After beginning her career in the 
Correspondence Department, 
she now works in the Boards and 
Commissions Department. She 
lives in Morrilton with her hus-
band, Nathaniel.
John Frizzell (’16) is teaching 
eighth-grade American history at 
Riverdale School in Germantown, 
Tennessee, and was chosen as 
the Middle School Teacher of the 
Year for his school district in 2021 
and is one of nine state-level 
finalists for Tennessee Teacher of 
the Year. He earned a master’s in 
teaching from Har ding in 2018. 
He and his wife, Kaitlyn Perring 
(’15), have a newborn daughter, 
Darcy Kate, and live in Cordova.
Harry L. Fuller (’70) is now re-
tired, after having served for 
33 years as a human resources 
supervisor for Delphi Corpora-
tion in Decatur, Alabama. He and 
his wife, Beth, live in Hartselle, 
Alabama. The couple have five 
children and 12 grandchildren.
Joe Gafford (’16) teaches history 
and Bible at Central Arkansas 
Christian. He completed his mas-
ter’s degree in teaching at Har-
ding in 2017. He is married to 
Stefani Hobbs (’17), who recently 
completed her master’s degree 
in public health at Baylor and is 
now a faculty member at UAMS. 
The couple lives in Little Rock.
Charles Ganus (’76) is now re-
tired from Murphy Oil Corp., 
where he was the Vice President 
of International Downstream. He 
remains active in investments, 
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church, Christian education, 
missions and community involve-
ment. He lives in Searcy with 
his wife, Patty Sapio (’79). The 
couple have a daughter, Ashley 
James (’07), and a son, Kevin 
(’11), and three grandchildren. 
Janelle Franklin Garcia (’11) is 
the project manager and assis-
tant vice president for Abel’s Fine 
Furniture Movers and A1 Moving 
and Storage, in Dallas, Texas. 
She is also a baker and owner 
of Just Bake It. She is married to 
Abel Garcia Jr., and the couple 
have three sons: Isaac and tod-
dler twins, Michael and Gabriel. 
The couple travel worldwide in 
connection with their furniture-
moving business. Her parents are 
Willie (’77) and Pam Franklin.
Caleb Hall (’13) teaches world 
history and Bible and coaches golf 
and soccer at Harding Academy, 
where he has served since 2015. 
Before that, he spent two years 
teaching at Bald Knob Middle 
School. He and his wife, Meghan 
Teague (’13), live in Searcy and 
have three children: McKinlee, 
Zoe and newborn Henry.
Adam T. Hogan (’15) lives in 
New Haven, Connecticut, and is 
pursuing a master’s degree in re-
ligion from Yale Divinity School. 
He completed a master’s degree 
in American Studies from the 
University of Alabama in 2018. 
In addition to his graduate stud-
ies, he has also worked in higher 
education and the non-profit 
industry and was briefly a high 
school social studies teacher.  
Dr. Nathan D. Howard (’94) 
is a professor of history at the 
University of Tennessee at Mar-
tin, where he has taught since 
2006. Prior to that, he served for 
one year as a visiting assistant 
professor at Wake Forest. He 
received his master’s degree in 
history from Baylor in 1996 and 
his doctorate from the University 
of Arkansas in 2005.
Gunilda Ensminger Jacobs (’70) 
is now retired after spending 31 
years teaching history and civics 
at the Sonrise Christian School 
in Covina, California, where she 
also served as a mentor teacher, 
director of curriculum and staff 
development, and accredita-
tion chair, and was a member of 
the board of the Covina public 
library. She received a master’s 
degree in education from Azusa 
Pacific University in 1996. She 
now lives in Knoxville, Tennes-
see, where she serves on the 

board of directors at Knoxville 
Christian School and is involved 
in the women’s ministry at the 
Hardin Valley Church of Christ. 
Her two children, Daniel David 
Jacobs II (’93) and Sara Jacobs 
Jenkins (’96), are both Harding 
graduates, as is a granddaugh-
ter, Abigail Jacobs (’20).
Seth Jernigan (’17) completed 
his third year teaching ninth-grade 
civics, economics/personal fi-
nance, and AP human geography 
at eStem East Village Junior High 
School. He and his wife, Hannah 
March (’17), live in Little Rock.
Dr. Jason Jewell (’95) is profes-
sor of humanities at Faulkner Uni-
versity, where he has taught since 
2004. He earned a master’s in his-
tory from Pepperdine in 1997 and 
a doctorate in humanities from 
Florida State in 2004. He and his 
wife, Vickie Richardson (’95), have 
seven children: Edward, William, 
Richard, James, Arthur, Stephen 
and Elizabeth. They live in Mont-
gomery, Alabama.
Erin Choate Laughlin (’15) is the 
administrative assistant for the 
Harding University Department 
of History and Political Science. 
Previously, she was an editor at 
Truth for Today World Mission 
School in Searcy, a technical 
library assistant at Kettering Uni-
versity Library in Flint, Michigan, 
and a missionary in the Avanti 
Italia program near Florence, 
Italy. She is married to Kurtis 
Laughlin (’16) and lives in Searcy.
Robin Ross Maynard (’89) lives 
in Afton, Minnesota, where she 
is an attorney at the law firm 
Lathrop GPM. She is chair of the 
New Life Academy school board 
and is very involved in an inner 
city school, Hope Academy. Pre-
viously, she was a criminal pros-
ecutor at the Hennepin County 
Attorney’s Office in Minneapolis, 
an adjunct faculty member at 
William Mitchell Law School and 
vice president of the Friends of 
FANA board, which supports 
the FANA orphanage in Bogota, 
Colombia. She and her husband, 
Paul (’86), have a daughter, Allie, 
and two sons at Harding, Mat-
thew and Jacob.
Malcolm McCollum (’79) has 
spent his career mostly working 
in telecommunications for South-
ern Bell, AT&T, Lucent Technolo-
gies, Avaya and Cox Enterprises, 
with whom he currently works. 
He earned a master’s degree in 
conflict management and reso-
lution from Abilene Christian 

University in 2018 and is the 
board chair for Meals by Grace, 
a non-profit addressing food 
insecurity in Forsyth and Dawson 
counties in Georgia. He and his 
wife, Susan Smith (’78), live in 
Alpharetta, Georgia.
Bobby McLaughlin (’82) is re-
tiring this summer from being 
the middle school principal at 
Crockett County Middle School 
in Alamo, Tennessee, after previ-
ously serving in administration in 
both Jackson Christian School in 
Tennessee and Central Arkansas 
Christian School. He earned a 
master’s degree in education from 
the University of Arkansas in 1988. 
In 2018, he retired as a command 
sergeant major from the U.S. Army 
after 42 years of service. He lives 
in Jackson, Tennessee, with his 
wife, Rosemary Moran (’82), and 
the couple have three children, 
Lauren Lives (’08), Haley McLaugh-
lin and McKenna Zeringue (’17).
Dr. Tim McNeese (’76) is a pro-
fessor and chair of the history de-
partment at York College. Before 
that, he taught in public schools 
in Missouri from 1976 until 
1992. He has written more than 
125 non-fiction books, mostly 
for younger readers, and has a 
scholarly biography of John Per-
shing scheduled for publication 
later this year. He has also ap-
peared as a consulting historian 
for various documentaries. His 
wife, Beverly Doty (’75), is a re-
tired English professor from York 
College. They have two adult 
children, Noah and Summer.
Chris Meyer (’14) works in 
healthcare administration and 
leadership at Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital in Little Rock. He earned 
a master’s degree in health ad-
ministration from the University of 
Arkansas Medical School in 2016. 
He and his wife, Emily Burks (’14), 
have a newborn son, Lincoln.
Jonathan Moury (’09) is an insur-
ance claims supervisor for GEICO. 
He and his wife, Mary, have two 
daughters, Shannon and Jane. 
They live in Orange, Virginia. 
Mary Jo Hinerman Norris (’74) 
taught secondary social sci-
ence in both public and private 
schools for several years, includ-
ing two as department chair. 
She earned a master’s degree 
in history from the University of 
Mississippi in 1977 and taught 
American history at an on-
ground campus of the University 
of Phoenix. Active in teaching 
women’s and teen Bible classes, 

she lives in Benton, Arkansas, 
with her husband, Dr. James C. 
Norris, former associate profes-
sor of pharmacy at Harding. 
Their three children, Audra (’06), 
Carlton (’13) and Devon (’14), are 
all Harding graduates.
Tiffany Parrish Rainbolt (’10) is 
the general counsel for North 
Alabama Fabricating Company 
in Birmingham. She was previ-
ously an associate at Cooper and 
Gale in Birmingham and, before 
that, clerked for Chief Judge 
Karon Bowdre of the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District 
of Alabama. She holds a law 
degree from the University of Vir-
ginia. She lives in Vestavia Hills 
with her husband, Craig Rainbolt 
(’10), and their three children: Jo-
siah, James Clay and Larkin.
Rodney L. Rickard (’63) is retired 
and lives in Canton, Michigan, 
with his wife, Marilyn. He received 
a master’s degree from Western 
Michigan University and a law de-
gree from Detroit College of Law.
Michael Roden (’80) has been 
an assistant U.S. attorney for 
the Middle District of Tennessee 
since 1990. Previously, he was a 
trial attorney for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor and clerked for 
two U.S. magistrate judges. He 
received his Juris Doctor from the 
University of Memphis in 1982. 
He retired from the U.S. Army 
JAG Corps as a lieutenant colo-
nel in 2018 after 28 years and two 
deployments. He and his wife of 
41 years, Laura, live in Franklin 
and have two adult children.
Susan Myers Rogers (’77) 
worked for 40 years in advertis-
ing as a media buyer, retiring 
from Archer Malmo in Memphis 
in 2020. She and her husband, 
John, live in Byhalia, Mississippi. 
They have two children, Emily 
Morris (’06) and Kevin (’09), and 
six grandchildren.
Dr. Jeraine Root (’78) earned her 
master’s degree from Stephen 
F. Austin State in 1980 and then 
taught government classes at 
San Jacinto Community College, 
University of Houston-Downtown, 
Houston Community College and 
Lone Star College for 15 years. 
Once she completed her doctor-
ate in political science from the 
University of Houston in 1995, 
she worked for 20 years as a 
public servant for Harris County, 
Texas, as the director of research 
for the adult probation depart-
ment and also taught graduate 
seminars at the University of 
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Houston-Clear Lake as an ad-
junct. Since retiring and moving 
to Arkansas, she has volunteered 
for the Independence County 
Victim’s Advocate program and 
was recently hired part-time as 
a victim advocate for Cleburne 
County. She lives in Batesville.
Cameron Ruthstrom (’17) will be 
teaching U.S. history and coach-
ing football at the new Wright 
Junior High in Rosenberg, Texas, 
this fall. “I am so blessed by 
this opportunity and pray God 
continues to use me to bring joy, 
inspiration and hope for these 
young kids,” he writes. He just 
completed three years at George 
Junior High in Rosenberg, where 
he taught Texas and U.S. history 
and coached football, track and 
tennis. He is married to Olivia 
Marino (’17), who teaches el-
ementary school. The couple just 
built a new home in Richmond.
Dr. Mac Sandlin (’03) is an 
assistant professor in the Col-
lege of Bible and Ministry at 
Harding, where he has taught 
since 2010. He completed his 
doctorate in theology from the 
University of Dayton in 2021, 
when he successfully defended 
his dissertation, “Help Us to Be 
Good: a Pneumatological Virtue 
Ethic for Churches of Christ.” He 
previously served as the youth 
minister for the Beebe Church 
of Christ from 2002-2010. He is 
married to Jenni Sheren (’03), 
and the couple have three chil-
dren, Elijah, Josie and Judah.
Dr. Gary Selby (’80) is professor 
of ministerial formation at Em-
manuel Christian Seminary in 
Johnson City, Tennessee. This 
follows teaching appointments 
at Pepperdine from 2005-2016 
and George Washington Univer-
sity from 1998-2005. He was a 
minister for the Columbia Church 
of Christ in Maryland from 1986-
2005 and an associate minister in 
Silver Spring, Maryland, before 
that. He earned a master’s de-
gree in theology from Harding 
School of Theology in 1984 and 
a doctorate in public commu-
nication from the University of 
Maryland in 1996. His areas of 
research include early Christian 
rhetoric, religion and public po-
litical discourse, and rhetoric and 
racial conflict, and he has written 
three books. He is married to 
Tammy Rogers (’80). The couple 
have two married sons, Joel and 
Tyler, and five grandchildren.
Ashley Shelton (’12) has worked 
in the Washington, D.C., office 

of Arkansas Representative Rick 
Crawford since 2013. She has 
been his legislative director since 
2017. She has handled legislative 
issues such as agriculture, trans-
portation, healthcare, tax, rural 
broadband and labor. She earned 
a master’s degree in public admin-
istration from George Mason in 
2019 and lives in Oakton, Virginia.
Benjamin Skinness (’10) has 
worked for the past nine years in 
the automotive and recreational 
vehicle industry. His current po-
sition is corporate commodity 
manager for TEAM Industries. 
He lives in Liberty, Missouri.
Linda Maria Peters Smith (’76) 
lives in Rockwall, Texas, with her 
husband, Clyde. The couple have 
two sons, Robert and Michael. In 
her career as a high school teach-
er, she taught American history, 
Spanish, health, and econom-
ics, coached cheerleading, and 
coached University Interscholastic 
League teams in social studies 
and current events. Her varied 
career has also included stints as 
a travel agent, as a bookkeeper 
and accountant, and as a mother 
raising two sons. She is a charter 
docent at the George W. Bush 
Presidential Center and volun-
teers by crocheting blankets for 
NICU patients.
Austin Smithey (’12) is the new 
athletic director and head foot-
ball coach at Warren High School 
in Texas. Previously, he taught 
social studies, coached powerlift-
ing and was an assistant football 
coach at Calallen High School 
in Corpus Christi, Texas. Before 
that, he spent two years as an 
assistant football coach at South-
western Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, where he earned a master’s 
degree in sports management 
in 2013. He is married to Cassie 
Perkins (’12), and the couple have 
two children, Jace and Layla.
Jerry Starling (’60) is retired 
from full-time ministry and lives in 
Apopka, Florida. After graduating 
from Harding, he was a computer 
programmer for a couple of years, 
which included contract work for 
NASA in 1962. He then served 
as a missionary in New Zealand 
from 1963-1965 and from 1967-
1971, preached for several con-
gregations in Florida, Ohio and 
Michigan from 1972 to 1995, and 
was a chaplain for the Church of 
Christ Care Center in Detroit from 
1995-2005. Having been either 
a deacon or an elder for numer-
ous congregations in the past, he 
is now a deacon for the Central 

Church of Christ in Altamonte 
Springs, Florida. He attended 
Sunset School of Preaching from 
1965-1966 and earned a master’s 
degree in New Testament studies 
from Cincinnati Christian Seminary 
in 1976. He and his wife, Marion, 
have three children, Mark (’88), 
Gwenda (deceased) and Lynda; 
and two granddaughters.
Dennis A. Swayne (’74) served 
as a preacher and as a teacher in 
both public and private education 
in Tennessee, Missouri, Texas, 
New Mexico and Arkansas. His 
career included 17 years at Cen-
tral Arkansas Christian in Little 
Rock, where he was the Bible de-
partment chair and taught Bible, 
history and political science, 
and eight years at Eastern New 
Mexico Department, where he 
taught classes in Bible. Though 
now retired from teaching, he still 
preaches by appointment. He 
earned a master’s degree in Bible 
and secondary education from 
Harding in 1981. He is married 
to Linda Sue Clinton and lives in 
Maumelle, Arkansas. They have 
two sons who graduated from 
Harding, Neale (’00) and Nic (’06).
Andrew Thacker (’90) earned his 
law degree from Western Michi-
gan University’s Thomas M. Cool-
ey School of Law in 1998. After a 
couple of years in private practice, 
he moved into in-house counsel, 
first for a private jet company, 
then a telecom company and now 
for Holiday Inn Club Vacations. 
His area of focus is primarily in the 
contracts and commercial transac-
tions area. “The extensive writing 
required in my undergraduate 
studies has aided me well over 
the years,” he notes. He lives in 
Frisco, Texas, and has served as 
an elder in his local church for the 
past five years.
Megan Valentine (’11) has, since 
April 2020, been the registrar 
of the Art Bridges, a charitable 
foundation which maintains a 
collection of American art and 
loans it to small and mid-size 
museums around the country. 
Prior to that, she spent six years 
as the curator and registrar for 
the Alexandria Museum of Art in 
Louisiana. She holds a master’s 
in art history and a certificate in 
museum studies, both of which 
she obtained from the University 
of Memphis in 2013. She lives in 
Rogers, Arkansas.
Ryan Walters (’10) was ap-
pointed as the Oklahoma Secre-
tary of Education in September 
2020. He continues to teach U.S. 

history for McAlester High and 
Millwood High School, and also 
is the chief executive officer for 
an educational initiative called 
Every Kid Counts Oklahoma 
(EKCO). He and wife, Katie Go-
ings (’10), live in Oklahoma City 
with their four children.
Elinor Renner Werner (’12) 
worked at The Heritage Founda-
tion for almost five years, starting 
as an intern and ultimately get-
ting to work with interns as the 
assistant director of the Young 
Leaders Program. In 2017, she 
became the Special Assistant to 
the Secretary at the Department 
of the Interior. She also worked as 
the Deputy White House Liaison 
and Advisor for Intergovernmen-
tal and External Affairs. She and 
her husband, Michael Werner, 
are residential advisors for the 
E. W. Richardson Intern Housing 
Program in Washington, D.C. She 
is now a stay-at-home mom with 
their new daughter, Marianne.
Presten Witherspoon (’01) is 
a chiropractor and, since 2011, 
the owner of Fix The Cause Chi-
ropractic in Duncanville, TX. He 
previously practiced in Oregon. 
He received his doctor of chiro-
practic in 2005 from Texas Chiro-
practic College. He and his wife, 
Margaret Ann, have two daugh-
ters, Cassandra and Serenity.
Jody Yee (’86) is vice president for 
financial technology and risk com-
pliance at the MVB Bank in Fair-
mont, West Virginia. He is active 
in the local community, supporting 
affordable housing initiatives. He 
lives in Germantown, Maryland, 
and has two adult daughters, 
Courtney and Mackenzie.
Phillip Young (’95) is a partner 
at the Nashville, Tennessee 
law firm of Thompson Burton, 
having earned his Juris Doctor 
from Vanderbilt in 2000. He has 
served on the boards of direc-
tors of numerous non-profit 
organizations, including serving 
as the chairman of the board of 
directors of Columbia Academy, 
a Christian school in Columbia, 
Tennessee. He has taught the 
college and young profession-
als class at the West 7th Street 
Church of Christ in Columbia for 
approximately 15 years. He is 
married to Brandy Nickols (’97), 
and the couple have two sons, 
Phillip III and Derek.
Alumni who wish to provide 
personal updates for next year’s 
newsletter are invited to contact  
jndockery@harding.edu.
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would like to pledge to the 
faculty and administration 
and the board of directors of 
Harding College and to its stu-
dents and alumni and friends 

that I want to continue to work to develop a 
greater excellence at Harding College. Ex-
cellence spiritually, that each of us, faculty 
and student alike, may grow in grace and 
knowledge and in favor with both God and 
man. Excellence physically. And excellence 
academically, that I would like to develop a 
cult of excellence in the whole institution. 

And what does this mean? Well, excel-
lence means “superior, extremely good of 
its kind, first class, hints of great worth, 
eminently good.” I think this is true in all 
areas, whether it’s the athletic field or the 
debate teams or the chorus or dramatics or 
the academic field, the administration, the 
faculty, the staff — in every area. For I think 
that holy shoddy is still shoddy, and that we 
cannot lean upon a crutch of saying, “Well, 

I’m a good moral person. I don’t cheat, and I 
don’t lie, and I don’t steal, and just can’t you 
give me a good grade because of it?” This 
has not been our philosophy at Harding, and 
I don’t think it will be in the future. 

We want to pursue the best that we can, 
consistent with Christian principles and ex-
cellence in every field. … We have a number 
of doctors who have graduated in their pre-
med program at Harding who have gone on 
to achieve in Johns Hopkins and University 
of Tennessee and University of Arkansas 
and a multitude of others. But you know, I 
wouldn’t want one of those doctors to have 
a job of operating on my heart or my brain if 
that individual came to me and said, “Now, 
I went to Harding College. The teachers 
didn’t make me work too hard. We enjoyed 
one another’s fellowship and company. 
Of course, I lose half of my patients, but I 
always pray for them, and we have a good 
service for them after it’s over. We’re good 
Christian people.” How often would I go to 

a doctor like that? Or would you? I think I’d 
leave before the operation started.

And so it is in any field. I think every one 
of us needs to work hard to achieve, and this 
shall be our goal. … It takes ability, and this 
we have. It takes the right attitude, and this I 
think we have. It takes hard work, and this I 
think we will have. Because I feel that we all 
agree with the Young People’s Weekly when 
it said, “Do your best, not because your work 
is worth it, but because you are. Whatever 
you’re doing, you are making manhood. 
Half-hearted work only makes half a man. 
Slipshod methods mean loose principles. 
The only way to keep character up to the 
standard is by continually living up to the 
highest standard in all that you do.” 

And so may I say that we hope at Har-
ding College to continue to work hard and 
to develop and, with the help of God and the 
assistance of a multitude of friends, our goal 
shall be excellence spiritually, physically 
and mentally.

Holy shoddy is still shoddy
Dr. Clifton L. Ganus Jr. became Harding’s third president in 1965. The following  

excerpt is  from his inaugural speech, delivered on September 18 that year.
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