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Welcome to Harding University for the Inspire 
Lectureship! This event brings together Christians from 
all over the globe to be equipped and inspired to join God 
in his redemptive mission. Numerous sessions will give 
practical ministry solutions born out of the significant 
experience of our presenters.

This year’s theme of “The Genesis of All Things” could 
not be timelier.  The Church attempts to engage an 
increasingly non-Christian ethos in culture. The book of 
Genesis anchors our worldview as we see the biblical text 
speaking truth into our secular society. The contemporary 
relevance of this ancient text casts a powerful vision for 
the world God intended from the beginning.

Best wishes as you enjoy this tremendous week of 
inspiration, learning, fellowship and worship.  Please let 
us know if we can help you in any way.
 

Mike Williams
President
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Welcome to Inspire: 
Harding’s 101st Lectureship!  

Lectureship is now called Inspire. We have renamed 
this cherished event and refreshed the format to 
expand our audience and carry this special gathering 
into Harding’s second century. Presenters from all 
over the world bring their expertise in all things 
ministry — missions, preaching, youth ministry, 
children’s ministry, mental health and much more. 
If you are an elder, a deacon, a preaching minister, a 
youth minister, or simply a member of a local church 
invested in the life of your congregation, then there is 
something here for you. We hope you will leave this 
year’s event inspired.

This year's theme, "The Genesis of All Things," 
focuses on the timeless truths revealed in the Bible’s 
book of beginnings, Genesis, which narrates the 
origin, purpose and destiny of the world brought 
to life by the one true and living God. Genesis tells 
of a good earth lovingly prepared for God’s family 
who were created in his image for loving, serving 
relationships with him and each other. But Genesis 
also tells of the enemy’s attack upon God’s world and 
God’s family and of the deception, destruction and 
distance he introduced. Thankfully, the story doesn’t 
end there. Genesis ultimately tells of God’s mission to 
rescue, redeem and renew his world and his children. 
It’s all there: creation, fall, redemption and mission. 
This is the beginning of our story, which is God’s 
story. This is "the genesis of all things."
  

For the Inspire team, 

Monte Cox, chair
Inspire Lectureship Committee 
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Inspire Lectureship Team

Devin Swindle
Co-Director

Monte Cox
Committee Chair

Meagan Justus
Co-Director

Inspire Hub
McInteer rotunda
Inspire hours Sunday-Wednesday
501-279-5206 | inspire@harding.edu

Registration
Register at harding.edu/lectureship or Inspire Hub
Check-in starts at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 29.
Registration is $25 per person.
Registration is not required for evening keynote attendance.

Lecture Locations
Benson Auditorium

McInteer Bible and World Missions Center

Anthony and Wright Administration  
Building Auditorium 

The Liberty Room is on the first floor of the David 
B. Burks American Heritage Building. Cone Chapel, 
Founders Room and Regions Room are on the second 
floor.

Reynolds Recital Hall

Audio Recordings 
Recordings will be available at 
harding.edu/lectureship.

Social Media 
Follow Harding University College of Bible and 
Ministry on Facebook and Instagram.
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New location for Harding 
School of Theology library
Since 1952, Harding School of Theology has trained capable scholars to be compelling leaders 
equipped with the tools to guide future disciples. More than 3,000 alumni are leading ministries 
around the globe. One of the great resources provided for students, alumni and churches is the 
L.M. Graves Memorial Library, which houses 150,000 print volumes, 25,000 bound periodicals 
and thousands of digital resources as well as the Meredith Restoration History Archive.

As Harding School of Theology has transitioned to the Searcy campus, the library collection 
will now be housed in the building on East Race Street where Harding Academy’s robotics team 
currently resides. Renovations include an entrance on the south side of the building that faces 
the McInteer Bible and World Missions Center, creating a connection to other College of Bible 
and Ministry resources and classrooms. 

The library team has transitioned online resources, updated the catalog system and created 
procedures to provide students with access to the physical collection while it remains in 
Memphis. Building renovations will continue through the academic year, and the full collection 
is scheduled to move to Searcy by Fall 2025.
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The Kerusso Experience is growing.

For more than 100 years, Harding has been 
preparing people to go into the world and 
preach the gospel. What about the next 100 
years? Who will arise to fill pulpits, minister 
to youth and man mission outposts in the 
next century? 

The Kerusso Experience is a weeklong 
preacher training camp designed to 

introduce ninth-to-12th-grade boys to the 
sacred task of preaching and to inspire them 

to dedicate their lives to this high calling. So many 
young men have shown interest in this experience that 

for the first time, in 2025, we will offer two sessions: June 
28-July 4 and July 5-July 11.

The theme is “The Scandalous Love of God: Preaching 
from the Book of Jonah.” Dr. Kevin Youngblood will lead 
students through a study of the text, and Drs. Matt Love 
and Devin Swindle will teach them how to communicate 
the message of the text in ways that are relevant and 
transformative. These young men will also hear from 
engaging guest speakers, build Christian friendships and 
make lifelong memories. 

Whom might you send to the Kerusso Experience in 2025? 
For more information, visit harding.edu/kerusso.
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“And how are they to preach                    
  unless they are sent?”(Romans 10:15)
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"So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created them
; 

male and female he created them
" 

(Gen. 1:27, ESV).

"Therefore, a man shall leave his 

father and mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and they shall become one flesh" 

(Gen. 2:24, ESV). 
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MONDAY
F E AT U R E D  T R AC K S

Neller Preachers Workshop: 
Methodological perspectives and 
textual messages central to preaching 

The Genesis of Sex, Gender 
and the Living Self: Preparing to 
stand alongside those experiencing 
gender or sex-based identity distress 

The Genesis of the Middle East 
Conflict: Understanding the Middle 
East crisis geographically, historically 
and biblically 

Inspirando the Next Generation: 
Creating and sustaining ministry for 
Hispanic Christians in the United States  

Healthy Rhythms in Ministry: 
Maintaining mental and emotional 
well-being while leading others 

Faithful and Effective Missional 
Partnership with Global Christians: 
Discussing ways churches can engage 
across continents to maximize 
transformation

Integrative Adult Education: 
Examining the importance of 
information and transformation in 
adult education ministry

Wild Transformation: Embracing a 
desire for transformation and learning 
practices for inner change and 
restoration

A Literary Perspective of Genesis 
Contemporaries: Exploring the 
literary aspects of some Ancient Near 
Eastern texts and the exceptional 
nature of Genesis

TUESDAY
F E AT U R E D  T R AC K S

Lost World of Genesis: Re-evaluating 
Genesis 1-3 for a clearer picture of an 
ancient Israelite’s understanding  

Women’s Ministry: Exploring the 
power of healing and connection with 
support groups  

Worship Leading: Planning and 
leading corporate worship and 
incorporating new music

Campus Ministry: The American 
University: A Modern-Day Canaan 

The Ink Is Dry: Dr. Rubel Shelly 
presents his latest book, The Ink Is Dry: 
God’s Distinctive Word on Marriage, 
Family, and Sexual Responsibility 
(College Press, 2023) 

The Aqedah (Binding of Isaac): 
Exploring Genesis 22 and its 
interpretations in antiquity, both in 
Judaism and Christianity 

Theology of Beauty: Exploring the 
nature of beauty and its relationship 
to God and humans as God’s creative 
image-bearers 

Disciple Making: Practical lessons 
to make disciples in your church and 
community 

Spiritual Formation: Transforming 
Lives: Rethinking church focus for 
spiritual formation 

WEDNESDAY
F E AT U R E D  T R AC K S

Shepherding Workshop: Pastoral 
Care: Practical solutions to help those 
in crisis both inside and outside the 
church

Youth Ministry Workshop: Practical 
Jesus-centered strategies   

Spiritual Formation of Children: 
Exploring healthy spiritual identity 
formation in children  

Mental Health and Knowing 
Your Place: A psychotherapeutic 
perspective of generational issues in 
Genesis 1-11  

Small Church Ministry: A unique 
position for faithful service to Christ, 
one another and the world

Children’s Ministry: Teaching 
children to build their lives on the 
foundation of Scripture 

Joseph and the Genesis of 
Discipleship: Exploring discipleship 
in the lives of Joseph, Judah and Jesus 

Developing a Theology of 
Singleness: Acknowledging 
challenges and celebrating 
opportunities for growth in the Spirit

Inspire is designed to deliver a more interactive and valuable experience for everyone. The track-
based approach has been tailored to offer targeted information and practical advice for those serving 
the church. This program includes 27 specialized tracks led by the most accomplished experts in their 
respective fields in addition to traditional sessions. 
See daily schedules on pages 9-15 for more details as well as additional sessions for wider audiences. 

Tracks with this badge are available for 
one hour of academic credit. For more 
information, visit harding.edu/lectureship.

INSPIRE TRACKS
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"So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created them
; 

male and female he created them
" 

(Gen. 1:27, ESV).

"Therefore, a man shall leave his 

father and mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and they shall become one flesh" 

(Gen. 2:24, ESV). 

The ink is dry. 
Does an ancient book like Genesis have anything of value to offer a hyper-sexualized modern culture 
that embraces behaviors not endorsed by the creator? In this track based on his book, The Ink Is Dry, 
Dr. Rubel Shelly addresses the cultural confusion surrounding sexuality and gender and examines 
the timeless truths about God's design and intention for the children, spouses and families made  
in his image.
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FEATURED TRACK — TUESDAY 1-3 P.M.  Cone Chapel — Dr. Rubel Shelly
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Tribute to Howard Norton by Dr. Allen Diles 

Missionary, preacher, evangelist, author, professor, dean, administrator, 
editor, elder, president, board member, director, mentor, husband, father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather — Howard Norton excelled in each of these 
roles. When I married his daughter, Laurie, I did not realize that I would 
meet people who knew Howard and had been positively influenced by 
him practically everywhere I went. Few people can focus their lives on 
what is really important the way Howard did. He truly loved Jesus and 
was absolutely committed to the mission of Christ and his church. Nothing 

gave Howard more joy than stories of people who had come to faith in 
Jesus or of churches that were doing well. He genuinely loved people, always 

encouraging and inspiring the best in them. He was a man who was devoted to 
his family, especially his grandchildren, laughing with them, rolling on the floor 
with them, praying for them and constantly pointing them to Jesus. Howard 

loved his wife, Jane, for whom he longed to care, even when he was no 
longer physically able. He was a man of integrity, consistency and 

dedication. He finished the course and kept the faith. May his 
example inspire us as we pursue God’s kingdom purposes.   

The Norton Colloquium honors the life and legacy of Howard Norton, a renowned preacher, 
missionary, educator and former editor of The Christian Chronicle. Norton had a passion for the 
Lord's church, and the Chronicle seeks to continue his call for dialogue focused on the health of the 
fellowship, global missions and the growth of churches of Christ globally. 

Monday, 11 a.m.
The Present and Future of Churches of Christ 
The Christian Chronicle presents an update on a new effort by 21st Century Christian and the Heritage 
21 Foundation to present accurate, statistical data for an updated, realistic picture of congregations 
across the nation.

Tuesday, 11 a.m.
How Should We Talk About Politics? Or Should We? 
The Christian Chronicle staff discusses the challenges and opportunities they’ve faced covering 
politics in an increasingly divisive atmosphere.

Wednesday, 11 a.m.
Modern-day Josephs (and Josephines) 
The Christian Chronicle staff shares inspiring stories from the people they’ve profiled who 
demonstrate God’s providence even in the darkest days.

FEATURED TRACK — MONDAY-WEDNESDAY 11 A.M.  
McInteer 145 — The Christian Chronicle: Jeremie Beller, Dr. Stan Granberg, Audrey Jackson, Carl Royster, 
Bobby Ross Jr. and Eric Tryggestad

THE NORTON COLLOQUIUM 
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Inspire Daily Schedules

Keynote: Dr. Devin Swindle is a professor of Bible and ministry, director 
of the Kerusso Experience, and co-director of Inspire. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Bible and religion from Harding and a Master of Divinity in Old 
Testament and a Doctor of Ministry in preaching, both from Harding School 
of Theology. Swindle teaches courses in Old and New Testament texts, 
preaching and ministry. Additionally, he has served as pulpit minister for the 
Highway Church of Christ for 20 years.

Originally from Paragould, Arkansas, Swindle and his wife of 26 years, Rachel 
Nelms of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, have six sons: Isaac, Elijah, Samuel, Josiah, 
Eli and Jeremiah. When he is not preaching and teaching, he loves to cheer 
on the Harding Academy Wildcats, the Harding University Bisons, and the 
11-time World Series champion St. Louis Cardinals.

Keynote: Elijah Swindle is a senior Bible and ministry major from Searcy 
and is also pursuing a Master of Divinity at Harding School of Theology. He is 
the son of Rachel and Devin Swindle, and the brother of Isaac, Samuel, Josiah, 
Eli and Jeremiah. He is engaged to Kaitlyn Rigsby of Oregon, Ohio. A former 
left guard for the 2023 NCAA Division II football national championship-
winning Harding Bisons, he has also served as pulpit minister for the Pine 
View Church of Christ in Pangburn, Arkansas, since May 2024.
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University Chorus
Benson Auditorium

Keynote:  D r.  Devin Swindle and E l i jah Swindle 
B e n s o n  A u d i t o r i u m

Creat ion

Belles & Beaux
Front Lawn

6:30

8:30

7 P. M .

8 P. M .

9 P. M .
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They say a picture is worth a thousand words, but how 
do you take one image and tell the story of the Old 
Testament, a story which contains 503,493 words in 
a way that is compelling, contemporary and faithful? 
That was Professor Tessa Davidson’s challenge as 
she began work on this project, the first of two large-
scale paintings for the College of Bible and Ministry. 
A companion piece focusing on the New Testament is 
already underway and will be unveiled next year.  

Emphasizing the global nature of the Harding 
community and the people of God, Davidson selected 
models from among the University faculty, staff and 
students who also represent every inhabited continent.  
The figures in the painting represent major elements of 
the Old Testament, but much of the painting’s power 
is found in the smaller details.  Like the Old Testament 
itself, the painting demands not merely to be seen but 
to be contemplated. Notice the roles of water, fire and 
earth as you read the painting from left to right. Look 
for the presence of the Holy Spirit, represented in the 
form of doves. Consider the figures’ postures as they 
express the story of the Old Testament and highlight 
humanity’s ongoing quest for hope, meaning and belief.

We hope you’ll make time to stop by the dean’s suite 
in McInteer 103 where the painting is on display and 
attend the Theology and Beauty track on Tuesday 
afternoon in McInteer 349, taught by Davidson and 
Dr. Mac Sandlin, chair of the McInteer Aesthetics 
Committee. 

Theology 
and Beauty
FEATURED TRACK — TUESDAY 1-3 P.M.  
McInteer 349 — Tessa Davidson and Dr. Mac Sandlin
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The aesthetics committee also organizes the 
McInteer Art Competition each year in an effort to 
curate beautiful spaces where students can better 
engage with theology and biblical studies. The 2023 
winner, charcoal drawings representing the life of 
David by mechanical engineering major Cooper Fitch, 
are currently on display on the second floor around the 
rotunda. We invite you also to view the past winners in 
classrooms 125, 225 and 349.

Scan to watch a video 
about this project.
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Dr. Grant Azbell
Florence, AL

Donald Ray Brown
New Madrid, MO

Matthew Dabbs 
Auburn, AL

Jeremie Bellar 
Edmond, OK

Dr. Chris Buxton 
Jonesboro, AR

Tessa Davidson 
Searcy, AR

Dr. Nathan Bills 
Accra, Ghana

Walter Castro 
South Oklahoma City, OK

Dr. Marc Fager 
Searcy, AR

Ian Bradshaw 
Searcy,  AR

Donnie Collings 
Madison, IN

Tiffany Gormany 
Searcy, AR

Madeline Broshears 
Pine Island, MN

Ted Crigler 
Memphis, TN

Stan Granberg 
Seattle, WA

Rachel Neumeier 
North Little Rock, AR

Dr. Orpheus Heyward 
Atlanta, GA

Dr. Evertt Huffard 
Memphis, TN

Glen & Wanda Knabe 
Searcy, AR

Audrey Jackson 
Edmond, OK

Judge Michael Lincoln 
Rose Bud, AR

Dr. Greg Laing 
Searcy,  AR

Keith Lancaster 
Cullman, AL

Geovanni A. Lara 
Hennessey, OK

Ada Lawrence 
Anchorage, AK

Dr. Robert Lawrence 
Anchorage, AK

Dr. Dale Manor 
Searcy, AR

Matthew Morine 
Castle Rock, CO

Steve Maxwell
Oklahoma City, OK

Lenin Munguia 
Richardson, TX
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Dr. Kevin Shelby 
Memphis, TN

Paul Woodhouse 
Rogers,  AR

Dr. Rubel Shelly 
Nashville, TN

John Smith 
Shallowater, TX

Reid Stafford 
Memphis, TN

Dr. Keith Stanglin 
Austin,  TX

Dr. Samuel Twumasi 
Accra,  Ghana

Dr. Kevin Youngblood 
Searcy,  AR

Dr. Daniel Oden 
Searcy,  AR

Dr. Todd Patten 
Searcy,  AR

Arthur Puente 
Lubbock, Texas

Daniel Parrish 
Conway,  AR

Jaiden Thomas 
Conway,  AR

Dr. Phil Thompson 
Rose Bud,  AR

Erik Tryggestad 
Oklahoma City,  OK

Dr. Devin Swindle 
Searcy,  AR

Dr. Stacey Rodenbeck 
Searcy, AR

Bobby Ross Jr. 
Edmond, OK

Carl Royster 
Nashville, TN

Dr. Mac Sandlin 
Searcy,  AR

Trey Reely 
Searcy,  AR

Elijah Swindle 
Searcy,  AR

Theodore Westbrook 
Searcy,  AR

Alicia Williamson 
Searcy,  AR

Aldrin Wilson 
Rochester, NY

Dr. John Walton 
Wheaton, IL
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Master of Arts in Organizational Leadership: 
Organizational leadership is for those who care deeply 
about people and systems and have a sincere desire to 
use their leadership abilities to make life better for others. 
This includes goal-setting, developing strategic plans, 
communicating effectively and managing conflict. 

Graduate Certificate in Executive and Workplace 
Coaching: This 12-credit-hour program will equip you 
with the expertise needed to provide ethical and effective 
support for others through trusted relationships.

Graduate Certificate in Learning and Development: In 
this 12-credit-hour program, you’ll learn how to design and 
deliver effective training and development programs for 
leaders in your congregation.

Graduate Certificate in Spiritual Leadership: Through 
this 21-hour certificate program, you’ll gain a better 
understanding of the biblical model of church leadership 
and engage Scripture and academic readings to deepen 
knowledge and skills.  

Graduate Certificate in Translation: This 18-hour certificate 
in French- or Spanish-to-English translation will give you 
the skills necessary for translation in service to the church or 
community.

Graduate Certificate in Counseling Skills: This 18-hour 
program is designed to equip ministers and other church 
leaders to support those with addictions, marital issues, 
parenting difficulties and other mental health concerns 
within a church.

Undergraduate Biblical Studies Certificate: This 18-hour 
program is designed for anyone who wants to continue their 
textual education at the college level.

Undergraduate Christian Ministry Certificate: This  
18-hour program is designed for anyone who wants to 
continue their ministry education at the college level. 

In addition to the annual Inspire: Lectureship, Harding offers a variety of other opportunities for 
leadership development and church growth. Our academic programs are excellent educational 
resources for ministers, elders, deacons and other church members invested in kingdom work around 
the world. Most of these programs are available online, so you can access these courses from wherever 
you live. For more information about the programs highlighted below, visit harding.edu/lectureship.

Dr. Harold Redd, a Harding University trustee and minister at the Midtown Church of Christ 
in Memphis, Tennessee, along with elders Steven Wallace and Herbert Mhoon, 

chose to pursue the Master of Arts in organizational leadership and use what 
they learned for the betterment of their congregation. They graduated in 

December 2023.

Expand your ministry skills

Dr. Harold Redd, Steven Wallace, Director of the Center for Leadership and Development 
Andrea Bishop, and Herbert Mhoon celebrate commencement.



I N S P I R E  2 0 2 4   •  21

 

 

BBaaxxtteerr  IInnssttiittuuttee  

Celebrating 60 Years... 

...of training preachers, teachers, missionaries, and 
mission teams for joyful service to the masses of the 
Americas. 

...of serving the health needs of the poor of Honduras. 

YOU
CAN

MAKE
REAL

CHANGE
POSSIBLE.

hhi.org
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JONAH
THE SCANDALOUS 

LOVE OF GOD

FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
KERUSSO WILL OFFER TWO SESSIONS!

SESSION 1: JUNE 28-JULY 4, 2025
SESSION 2: JULY 5-JULY 11, 2025

The Kerusso Experience invites ninth-12th grade 
young men to apply for our weeklong preaching 
and ministry symposium at Harding University.

Apply online at harding.edu/kerusso. 
For more information, email kerusso@harding.edu or call 501-279-4146.

Transformation Through Christ’s Love

Planting seeds of hope in
the lives of youth aging out

of foster care, fatherless,
or seeking a new begining. 

Deeper faith
Higher standards

Inspired Purpose

Harding School of Theology

$100/Credit Hour

Learn More

Master’s and doctoral degrees
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Supported Employment - This program offered
through Arkansas Rehabilitation Services provides job
coaching and training to individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. We cover the whole state.

Ticket-To-Work - This program, provided through the
Social Security Administration, offers SSI and SSDI
beneficiaries the opportunity to receive assistance with
finding/retaining employment and becoming financially
independent. We service the entire United States.

(870) 569-1052

marketing
@myersdavis.com

1141 E. Main St. 
Suite 102
Batesville, AR 72501

Check out our
website!

CES Waiver - The CES Waiver program through
Arkansas DDS provides daily living supports to people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities so they
can live in their communities. We cover the whole state.

Pre-Employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS) -
This is a class-based program for sophomores, juniors,
and seniors in high school with disabilities to teach
essential life and career skills. We currently service 14
school districts in the North Central region of Arkansas. 

Workshops & Consulting - We offer sessions custom
tailored to fit your business or church or group’s needs.
Whether you need some great speaking at a company
event or you would like to host a youth leadership
retreat, we can help you achieve your goals!

Our Services
COMMUNITY
IS THE HEART
OF OUR
AGENCY

Contact us today to see
how we can help you!

C O M E  B E  P A R T  O F
O U R  H E A R T
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YEARSYEARS

Online B.A. in Bible and ministry
Flexible scheduling
50-100% tuition discount
Scholarships available

harding.edu/equip   |   501-279-5290   |   onlinebible@harding.edu

CELEBRATING

APPLY NOW!

THRIVE in retirement!
Subscribe to Abundant Living Magazine and join us 

at an event near you – more information is available at
AbundantLivingSeniors.com.

2023 AL Ad for Lectureship.indd   12023 AL Ad for Lectureship.indd   1 3/27/23   2:59 PM3/27/23   2:59 PM
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BECOME
FISHERS
OF MEN.

FOLLOW JESUS AND

MARK 1:17

BECOME
FISHERS
OF MEN.

FOLLOW JESUS AND

MARK 1:17

World Bible School is one of the most proven, 
cost-effective means of equipping Christians 
to fulfill the Great Commission. The ministry 
has taught millions of truth seekers by 
mobilizing tens of thousands of everyday, 
volunteer Christians.

WBS tools can be used by Christians of all 
ages. Congregations can use WBS tools to 
equip their members and involve them in 
evangelism. WBS can even help congregations 
connect with seekers in their community or 
anywhere on earth!

Get started by visiting worldbibleschool.net 
or giving us a call at (800) 311-2006.

You Sharing Jesus!

World Bible School | worldbibleschool.net | P.O. Box 2169 Cedar Park, TX 78630 | 800-311-2006
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• Three nutritious meals a day.
• Personal, locked mailbox.
• A full calendar of activities and events, 
 and plenty of volunteer opportunities.
• Free resident and guest parking.
• All utilities, cable TV, wireless internet.
• Weekly housekeeping and linen services. 
• Private dining room for special occasions.
• Complimentary transportation.
• TV and media room with Nintendo Wii.
• Free resident laundry facilities.

• Emergency alert system in each apartment.
• 24 hour staffing for peace of mind.
• On-site storage.

Harding Place...where fun never gets old.

801 S. Benton Ave. • Searcy, AR  72143
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AN ANCIENT VISION FOR AGELESS UNITY
ONE BODY   ONE SPIRIT   ONE HOPE   ONE LORD   ONE FAITH   ONE BAPTISM   ONE GOD AND FATHER

EPHESIANS 4:1-6


